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The 7-seat Isuzu MU-X is built around a fuel efficient 3.0L turbo diesel common rail engine that provides plenty of low-down torque 
that makes towing any load up to 3-tonne a breeze. With a number of active and passive safety features, a spacious interior to 
fit all your gear and a ‘Terrain Command’ 4WD system, the MU-X is designed for the routine, extreme and everything in between. 

Experience it for yourseif by test driving the MU-X at your isuzu UTE Deaier today. 
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For integrated 
technology solutions, 
one brand brings it 
all together 


All the components you need to 
offer a complete smart home 
solution are now In one place. 


APG DAS Pacific Communications Lan1 OPS Electronic Security SVL 




NEW: HDM) 
for Networks 


NEW: VSDI 

Hills Video Security NEW: Hills ComNov 


Flexible and simple digital 
signage solution 

HD video source to multiple HD video 
screens over LAN 

Delivers 1 080 p signals over IP 
up to 120 metres 


Complete security solution for your 
home or business 

Free live viewing of your cameras from 
anywhere on any device 

No network configuration needed - 
complete plug and play setup 


Remote access integration module 

Gain control of your security system 
from anywhere in the world 

Remote access via iPhone and 
Android App 
Email reporting 



VISION 


NEW: SunBriteTV 


All weather outdoor LCD TV 

• Specifically designed to resist 
rain, dust, insects, humidity 
and salt air 

• Non-glare LCD screen 

• Projects a bright image with 
reduced ambient reflection 

• 1920 X 1080p full HD resolution 

• IP 54 rated 


• The perfect addition to any dedicated 
home theatre space 

^ Huge immersive image for the ultimate 
viewing experience 

• Fully customisable screen size up to 130“ 

• Acoustically transparent version 
available to conceal speakers 

• Choose the exact ratio you require - 
2.35:1, 2.37:1, 2,39:1 or 2,40:1 


• No mail server and port forwarding 
set up required 

• Automatic DHCP 

• Built-in web server 


NEW: LP Morgan 
CineTheotre Galleria 
Curved Screen 


With a subscription plan, inbuilt 
motion detection technology triggers 
a recording which is sent to the Hills 
Trusted Cloud to be viewed anywhere 



For more information on these and other best-in-dass solutions 
from Hills, coil us on 1800 685 487 or visit hilis.com.au/branches 
for your nearest iocation. 
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A reyourenovatingto sell or renovating 
to live inyour home? Whateverthe 
reason, one thing is clear— it should 
be qualityall the way. Despite what 
some popular TV shows may claim, renovating 
takestime and effort, planningand preparing, 
budgetingand managingfrom the initial concept 
through to completion. Without takingthe 
necessarysteps,yourrenovationrunstherisk 
of becomingseverely unstuck! 

This issue, we feature a numberof well- 
executed renovation projects, includingone 
from Cherie Barber of Renovatingfor Profit 
fame. Cherie's project is one of my favourites 
this issue as it shows what can be done with a 
former inner-city commercial warehouse to 
create a comfortable urban dwellingwith a leafy 
and private outdoor space. The materials and 
furnishings used in this renovation, including 
recycled timberand vintage-style pieces, 
complementthe lovely bonesofthe building 
while ensuringcomfortisfront of mind. 

Another adaptive re-use project in Sydney’s 
innerwest is by Benn -r Penna Architecture, 
who turned two adjoining properties, formerly 
workers’cottages,intotwo distinctly chic urban 
homes for two generations ofthe same family. 
Again,these properties use skilful design ideas to 
provide plenty of livingspace both inside and out. 
Natural materials, environmentally sustainable 
principles and a pared-back palette create two 
beautiful homes. 


Selectinghousesfor publication in Home 
Renovation magazine can be a difficult task 
as there are so many great projects being 
undertaken by Australian architects and 
designers. 

With the coolerweatherapproaching, 
thoughts will turn to keepingour homes 
comfortable duringautumn and winter. Window 
coverings play a large part in keepingthe warmth 
in, and this issue, we spoke to expert Jenny Brown 
from Luxaflex, who gave us some great ideas 
forchoosingthe right products. 

The bedroom isasanctuary— oratleast 
it should be. It’s where you can indulge your 
personality and have some fun with colours, 
textures and patterns.April Ossington delves 
into the art of bedroom design and decoration 
this issue,and uncovered some great finds to 
create the room ofyour dreams. 

Happy reading. 



Kate St James, FDIA 
Editor-in-chief 
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WOOD IN WESTMINSTER HALL, LONDON 
STORING CARBON SINCE 1399 



WOOD IN CURL CURL, SYDNEY 
STORING CARBON SINCE 2011 



Renovate your home with responsibly sourced 
wood and do your world some good. 


MAKE JLD 

Do your world some good 

I 


MakeltWood.org 



PLANET ES33 


'LIKE' us on Facebook 





OUTDOOR FURNITURE 


FURN 



Outdoorfurniture is 
subject to the forces of 
nature, so it needs to be 
constructed fronn quality 
and durable materials. 
We explore the various 
types and their benefits 
and disadvantages 


Edited by Karsha Green 


Metals 

Stainless steel and aluminium are the most 
commonlyused metalsinthe productionof 
outdoorfurniture. However, even though 
these materials are advertised as being low 
maintenance, the occasional wash is required 
and discolouration will most likely occur after 
prolonged periods of use and exposure 
to the elements. 

When purchasingstainless-steel pieces, 
check with the supplier as to what grade it is — 
marine-grade steel would be the ideal option. 
Aluminium, although slightly more expensive, is 
agreat alternative to stainless steel. 

Lightweight but sturdy, aluminium furniture 
is available in a range of trendy designs and 
powdercoated colours. 



wicker 

Assuminga rather casual, cosy look, wicker 
refers to the weaving process of materials such 
as bamboo, rattan or cane. Both versatile and 
lightweighpthe traditional aesthetic of wicker 
furniture is a natural one, howeverwith the 
introduction of woven synthetic materials and 
resins,wicker now comes in avariety of colours 
and designs with an even easier maintenance brief. 

These synthetic alternatives tend to be 
commonlyused in outdoor settings as they are 
stronger and more durable against moisture and 
heat. Modern wicker furniture also tends to have 
an aluminium frame that the wicker is wrapped 
around to offeran even stronger product that 
will lastthetest oftime. Although man-made, 
these synthetic materials are still prone to 
mildew if in contact with excessive moisture, and 
splinteringif continually left in the sun. 



ABOVE The Lagoon standing egg ohair from New 
Age Outdoor Living is made with a powderooated 
aluminium frame and PE-PVC wioker. 
newogeoutdoors.com.ou 


available from Cosh 
Living is a range of 
powderooated aluminium 
dining ohairs and tables. 
coshIMng.com.ou 


ABOVE Brown Jordan’s Papillon range of outdoor furniture 
from Dune Outdoor Luxuries is made from a bark-ooloured 
resin weave with oomplementing upholstered oushions. 
duneoutdoorluxuries.com.ou 



BELOW The IKEA PS 2012 outdoor 
lounge ohair has a polyester 
powderooated, galvanised steel shell 
to improve the produot’s resistanoe to 
oorrosion. ikeo.com 


Timber 

The main reason many people choose timber 
furniture is due to its natural and organic 
aesthetic. While it looks amazing, timber also 
requires the highest maintenance of all common 
outdoor materials. Popularwood varieties 
include teak, cedar, oak, pine and eucalyptus, all 
of wh i c h h ave n at u ra I o i I s t h at p rot e ct aga i n St 
decay, harsh weather, high temperatures and 
humidity. However, splintering,greyingand 
water damage are common problems with 
timbersthat require re-sanding,oilingand 
waterproofing — maintenance that many 
homeowners are hesitant to commit to. 


LEFT The Somers 
sunlounger from Jati is 
made from premium- 
grade teak souroed 
from government- 
oontrolled plantations 
in Java, Indonesia. 
joti.com.ou 



ABOVE Euoalyptus is a strong, durable, eoo-friendly 
wood that requires minimum maintenanoe. Combined with 
a wrought-iron frame, the Coloma oolleotion by Brown Jordan 
from Dune Outdoor Luxuries will work well in a oasual 
outdoor setting, duneoutdoorluxuries.com.ou 
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faktum/stAt 

off white kitchen 


Complete kitchen including doors, cabinets, benchtops, 
and interiors (Excludes appliances and accessories)* 

$4503 


Dream Kitchen, Dream Price. 

IKEA has a pretty simple approach to kitchens, get a 
better one for less. Affordability should be as much 
about the money you save as the features you'll gain 
and we believe those nice-to-haves shouldn't be out 
of reach. Every home deserves its dream kitchen - 
smart, high quality and flexible in its design. All at a 
price as good looking as this kitchen. 

IKEA.com.au/kitchens 



Prices valid Qld, NSW & Vic. © Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 2014 
*Your choice of appliances, deco strips, sinks,taps and lighting are sold separately. 



NEWS 


OUTDOOR FLOORING] 


UNDER 
YOUR FEET 

Completeyour external 
space with the latest in 
outdoorflooring 

Edited by Karsha Green 

BELOW Accordingto FEAST WATSON, the latest 
trends in outdoor deckingfinishes are nnovingaway 
from the natural timber look and towards creating 
a unique statement. The company’s newest timber 
finishes are the Wet Look Deck and the Grey Look 
Deck. Both are low-odour, water-based products 
that will add an extrasomethingtoyoursummer 
celebrations, feastwatson.com.au 




ABOVE The CINAJUS teakwood sandstone 
honed paver has a luxurious, natural aesthetic 
and offers grip resistance that is great for 
poolside applications. The large size of these 
pavers provides a stylish and sleek outdoor 
flooring alternative, cinajus.com 
RIGHT amber’s Easy Lawn is a natural-looking, 
synthetic grass option. Non-allergenic and soft 
underthe feet. Easy Lawn is also beneficial forthe 
environment, reducingwater usage and waste 
product, asasynthetic lawn lasts longerthan 
iivingturf. Easy Lawn also reduces power usage as 
it doesn’t need to be mowed, ambertiles.com.au 


BELOW The latest outdoor rugs feature the sophisticated style 
and softtexture of an indoor rug. Available in a vibrant orange/red 
colourway, the Monaco floor rugfrom RAPEE is both waterproof 
and UV fade-resistant, rapee.com.au 





ABOVE Bluestone tiles have withstood the test of time, emerging in Australia 
in the early 1800s. BEAUMONT TILES’ bluestone is made from hand-selected 
volcanic rock. Its hard, dense and durable nature makes it a perfect choice 
for outdoortilingapplications. Pictured is the 189591 bluestone sawn tile 
(600mm x30ommx 15mm). beaumont-tiles.com.au 
BELOW Ideal forthe DIY renovator, NORTHERN RIVERS TIMBER decking 
tiles can be laid on top of an existing hard surface without the need for tools 
ortradesmen.Specificallydesignedforsmallerareas,suchas balconies, 
porches, patios, courtyards or pool and spasurrounds, these deckingtiles 
create an interesting mismatch aesthetic, northernriverstimber.com.au 




ABOVE With the strength of porcelain but the aesthetic of natural timber, the Atelier Italian tile collection 
from AMBER is designed for use both indoorsand out. With a slip-resistant surface. Atelier tiles are 
available in five stylish colours — ivory, beige, brown, wenge and grey.ambertiles.com.au 


16 








visit US at 109 fairford road, padstow 221 1 
tei: 02 9772 1067 web: www.designlinekitchens-bathrooms.com 
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NEWS 


FENCING 1 


BELOW Sit back and enjoy the view with a fence that doesn’t fence you in. Frameless glass fencing is the latest 
look for your pool or balcony. With two styles of stainless-steel pool clamps designed by Dunn and Farrugia, 
this secure, freestanding glass fence will allow you to see all the features of your home while still providing 
safety, dunnondforrugio.com.ou 




ABOVE With its proven noise-reduction qualities adding an extra element to 
this sleek, modern design, Slimwall fencing offers a stunning look that can 
easily be customised to suit the style of any existing home, slimwoll.com.ou 

BELOW This picket fence will add an elegant touch while giving a traditional 
look to your home. With stylish colours and different edges and heights to 
choose from, Fencetastic offers quality vinyl fences for your home and 
y a rd. fencetostic.com.ou 


RIGHT With its natural 
texture of trimmed 
Natureed panels, this 
stunning screening system 
from House of Bamboo 
provides effective privacy 
while adding beauty 
to any outdoor space. 
houseofbomboo.com.ou 





The right fence can 
enhance the appearance 
ofyour property while 
providing safety and peace 

of mind Edited by Patricia Petratos 



LEFT Available at Knotwood, 

these western red cedar 
posts give a uniform finish, 
with no unsightly screws 
or rivets, to suit the exterior 
of any home. Knotwood’s 
unique range of aluminium 
fencing installed vertically, 
horizontally or even on 
an angle uses the latest 
technology to create the 
natural look and feel of a 
timber finish. 
knotwood.com.ou 



LEFT This Colorbond steel 
fence in River Sand is 
a simple way to add colour 
and warmth to your garden. 
With clean lines, it’s made 
to last all year round while 
looking great from both sides. 
Colorbond is available in 14 
different designer colours. 
Match it with your roof, 
gutters or garage door for 
a perfectly complemented 
home, colorbond.com 

RIGHT Create your own 
tropical paradise at home with 
House of Bamboo. Using full- 
length bamboo poles, bamboo 
rod screens are ideal for new 
fences, screening for privacy 
or hiding unsightly areas. 
houseofbomboo.com.ou 
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European filtered 
water systems now 
in Australia 

Filtered water jugs have been a part of Australian 
family kitchens for many years. But did you know 
there’s now a more convenient way to enjoy the 
benefits of filtered water at home? Thanks to 
European designs and technology, you can have 
great-tasting filtered water at your fingertips simply 
by turning on your kitchen tap. 

Cleaner. Clearer. Better. 

Water is such a ilindamental part of food pneparation, it isn't surprising it 
can influence the results of your cooking at home, The good news is 
nowadays there is a cost effective filtering solution available that enhances 
the flavour and brings out the best in your food. Designed and made in 
Europe, the BRITA 3-Way Filter Tap is simple to install and use. 

Restaurateur and MasterChef judge, Gary Mehigan has owned and used 
a BRITA 3 -Way Fi iterTap in his home and he has seen the difference for 
himself, "Filtered water is perfect for bringing out the full potential of your 
dishes and tastes great for everyday drinking water as well," says Mehigan, 


3 



-Way FiiterTap Features; 

Stylish European design 
Cost effective, easy to install 

Innovative 3-Way FiiterTap 
allows filtered or unfiltered 
water 

Filter change reminder 

Kit includes water filter 
all components and a 
BRITA 3-Way FiiterTap 



How it works 

The BRTA 3- Way FiiterTap comes with everything you need to 
install yourself. You don't have to drill into your kitchen bench 
top - it simply replaces your existing tap, The result is great 
tasting water at your fingertips whenever you want with one 
lever for filtered water and another for unfiltered hot/co Id water 


To discover more about the benefits of a BRITA 
3-Way FiiterTap at home, visit www.brita.com.au 


■BRnX 


For exclusive Gary Mehigan recipes, videos and e-Book visit betterwithbrita.com 



NEWS 


EXTERIOR INNOVATIONS 



Move over weatherboard and brick. 
From renders and finishes to roofing 
and structural materials, the sky is the 
limit when it comes to the exterior of 
your home 


Edited by April Ossington 


BELOW Acrylic-modified and cement-based, 
Euromix renders have superior adhesion 
and weather-resistant properties when 
compared to conventional sand and cement 
renders. They are suitable for application 
over most building material substrates in 


interior and exterior applications. This home 
has been finished with a Euromix sandstone 
texture coat, which is neutral at the time 
of application, but can be tinted with the 
desired colour. Available at Euroset. 
eurosetcom.ou 



A complete replacement for your roof 
tiles rather than something bolted on top, 
Monie ’s Solartiles are a great way to deliver 
green energy to your home. Integrating 
seamlessly into a flat-profiled roof, these 
sustainable tiles can be installed in any 
configuration, including smaller sections, 
to enhance energy production. 
monier.com.ou j 




LEFT Each piece of Boral's 
Cultured Stone is cast in 
natural stone moulds and 
painstakingly hand-coloured 
to achieve the look and 
feel of stone, while offering 
a lightweight and more 
affordable alternative. With 
no two pieces the same. 
Country Ledgestone in 
Black Rundle creates an 
interesting effect. 
borol.com.ou 



LEFT Featuring a patented 
interlocking mortar groove 
for secure adhesion without 
grouted joints. Pro- Fit 
Ledgestone in Platinum from 
the Boral Cultured Stone 
collection offers an easy 
way to achieve a custom 
look, borol.com.ou 


BELOW Made from compressed bamboo 
strips. House of Bamboo's sustainable 
wall cladding can be applied vertically or 
horizontally to any substrate. A special heat 


treatment process provides the cladding 
with the highest durability class possible 
and increases its density considerably. 
houseofbomboo.com.ou 



RIGHT A colourful and 
durable alternative to 
traditional weatherboards. 
Stratum is an adaptable 
trio of cladding products 
from BGC. These innovative 
planks feature a shiplap 
joining system, which makes 
them easy to install. They 
are also acrylic-sealed, 
so they’re ready to paint. 
bgcinnovodesign.com.ou 


LEFT Available in blackbutt, 
white mahogany and 
spotted gum species, 

Boral timber cladding is an 
attractive and economical 
solution for finishing the 
exterior of both old and 
new homes. As well as 
contributing to your home’s 
structural performance, 
this material can be used 
to create a link between 
the natural and built 
environment, borol.com.ou 
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FREE 2-Day Event 



CHERIE BARBER LIVE! 

ULTIMATE PROPERTY CONFERENCE 

NATIONAL TOUR 20 15 

SYDNEY I BRISBANE I MELBOURNE 
PERTH I ADELAIDE 


Discover Ways 
To Cosmetically 
Renovate Low 
Budget Properties 
And Make Lump 
Sum Profits 


CHERIE BARBER 

Australia’s Renovation Queen 
& Celebrity TV Renovator 
As seen on Channel 10’s The Living Room 


^ Claim Your FREE Tickets Now At 
^ www.CherieBarberLive.com.au 
Or Freecall 1800 899 058 and use Promo Code HR715 




* STRICTLY LIMITED SEATING * 


FEATURE 


20 BEAUTIFUL BATHROOI^ 


TILED 

TERRITORY 

A revamped bathroom can do wonders 
forthe resale value ofyour home and 
revolutionise relaxation time. Here’s some 
inspiration foryour bathroom renovation 

Ed ited by April Ossington 

2 Designed in Florence by Simone Speciale Luchinat of S&L Architects, this 
bathroom is made entirely of black slate, black-painted wood and stainless steel, 
resulting in a moody and masculine space — perfect for the client’s young son. The 
standout feature in this bathroom is the stainless-steel bath, esseolcubo.com 


1 Part of a lavish home in Rose Square, London, by Roselind Wilson Design, this 
master ensuite features a relaxation area. Here, multi-changing, coloured fibre- 
optics are embedded in the ceiling, offering a soothing focal point when relaxing 
on the lounge that has been upholstered in pistachio-coloured waxed linen. 
roselindwilsondesign.com Photography: Richard Waite 



3 Located in a new 
extension to an old coach 
house, this bathroom by 
interior designer Clare 
Pascoe has high ceilings 
and magnificent views 
of the countryside. 

The double-vanity unit 
provides character as well 
as storage. Texture was 
created by layering and 
stepping the door fronts 
with oak-veneered material. 
pascoeinteriors.com 



3 



5 This unique bathroom 
by Roselind Wilson 
Design fuses traditional 
and modern finishes. The 
Fornasetti tiles add 
a graphic feature 
and subtle colour, 
complemented by 
a classic Bisazza diamante 
freestanding vanity. 
Champagne-textured tiles 
on the floor and wall offset 
these finishes perfectly. 
roseiindwiisondesign.com 




4 This master bathroom by Halo Design Interiors was completely 
re-configured to provide a large walk-through shower clad in bronze 
tiles. Continuing the theme, bronze frames are used as a feature around 
recessed light boxes and mirror cabinets, haiodesigninteriors.com 
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FEATURE 


.20 BEAUTIFUL BATHROOMS 


6 Part of a house in the Nevada desert, this bathroom by DESIGNLUSH is 
reminiscent of a Balinese retreat with its loose pebbles and deep freestanding bath. 
It offers the perfect place to relax and unwind — you can even watch TV from 

a seat in the shower, designlush.com 
Photography: Bill Timmerman and Zack Hussain 




7 This feminine ensuite 
bathroom by SHH features 
a stylish freestanding 
bath in stone and slabs 
of Calacatta Oro marble 
for the walls and floor. A 
Danish-designed shell 
chandelier and beautifully 
framed mirror are the 
finishing touches to this 
deluxe space, shh.co.uk 
Photography: Alastair Lever 
and Gareth Gardner 


9 Designed by Roselind Wilson Design, this master ensuite features a generous 
walk-in shower and freestanding bath. The floating vanity forms a feature for this 
luxurious space, complete with a beautifully veined marble splashback and floors 
along with tessellated tiles. These beautiful finishes form the backdrop for the 
bronze and glass wall lights and glass taps, roselindwilsondesign.com 




8 Connecting indoors and outdoors seamlessly, this outdoor bathroom was 
designed by Dean Herald of Rolling Stone Landscapes. The space is designed to 
be an extension of the existing ensuite, enabling the owners to bathe outside under 
the stars, roiiingstoneiondscopes.com Photography: Danny Kildare 


10 Created by Halo 
Design Interiors, this 
master bathroom opens 
out to a composite 
stone bath sitting on 
an under-lit mosaic 
plinth which makes it 
look as if it is floating 
off the floor. A bespoke, 
curved vanity unit with 
icicle Porta Romana 
wall lights overlooks the 
bath and adds another 
focal point to the room. 
hoiodesigninteriors.com 



23 







FEATURE 


20 BEAUTIFUL BATHROOI^ 






12 This bathroom showoases the new Nano oolleotion from luxury Frenoh fitting 
designer THG. The modern and elegant series inoludes taps and aooessories for 
washbasins, bidets, showers and bathtubs. The Nano oolleotion oompletes THG’s 
oontemporary movement with its latest oross and lever handles, thg.fr 


11 Part of an expansive home in Blairgowrie, Viotoria, by FGR Architects, this 
bathroom offers a stark oontrast to the rest of the interiors where white is used 
in abundanoe. While dark tiles and tinted glass oould have made this spaoe 
appear small and dim, the white oeiling and fixtures work together to brighten it. 
fgrorchitects. com. ou 


13 Designed by Arkhefield, an earthy yet 
modern bathroom finished in stone and timber 
is a peaoeful retreat, orkhefield.com.ou 
Photography: Niok Wilson 



14 This home by Rachcoff Vella Architecture in regional Viotoria pays 
homage to its bush surrounds with an abundanoe of timber. In the bathroom, 
this oontributes to a warm and luxurious spaoe. rochcoffvello.com.ou 

Photography: Shannon MoGrath 


15 From Andrew Waller Design, this home on Sydney’s lower North Shore 
showoases breathtaking views of the Harbour Bridge and Opera House. The 
bathroom features large mirrors that extend the view and make the bathroom 
seem more spaoious. mrwoller.com Photography: Maree Homer 
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[20 BEAUTIFUL BATHROOMS 



18 Designed by Chris Knierim of Designer Constructions, this bathroom features 
a monochrome palette that creates a modern and dramatic effect. In keeping with the 
eco brief for this home, these mosaic tiles were partly made using post-consumer 
recycled glass, designerconstructions.com Photography: Nick Wilson 



19 Part of a 19th century townhouse in Paris redesigned by Stephanie Coutas 
the Her Bathroom features Calacatta Oro marble by Marbrerie de la Seine and 
Damasco Bianco tiles by Bisazza, creating a feminine and incandescent space. 

stephoniecoutas. com 



16 Designed by Halo Design Interiors, this home in the south of London received 
nothing but the best when it comes to luxe finishes and materials. The master 
bathroom is dramatic and contemporary with its coloured perimeter lighting, 
quality finishes and limestone slab flooring, halodesigninteriors.com 
Photography: Richard Gooding 

17 



17 A space fit for a princess, this bathroom by Designlush was designed for the 
client’s young daughter. Minimal and contemporary with a touch of glam, the design 
plays with textures and reflective materials. The luminous space features an accent 
wall in pearlised white Venetian plaster and white tiles with mirror-polished accents. 
The floors boast an organic random relief pattern tile that mimics a stone pathway. 
designiush.com Photography: Bill Timmerman 



20 Part of an expansive Sunshine Coast home by Ultraspace, this bathroom gives 
a nod to ’70s style with a fretwork-patterned privacy panel and mosaic shower wall 
in apple green. Beige plank tiles were used in the shower to ensure the feature wall 
steals the spotlight. uitraspoce.com.ou 
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RENO INSIGHT 


RENOVATING EFFICIENTLY 


IN THE HOUSE 

Streamlineyour renovation work as nnuch as possible 
to avoid unnecessary visits by expensive tradies and 
complete your renovation intheshortesttime possible 


ORDER 



Words Cherie Barber 


O ne of the questions tm most often 
asked in my capacity as 
a professional renovator is “What’s 
the correct order in which to 
do things?”They could beaskingaboutthe 
cosmetic refresh of an apartment or 
re-landscaping the backyard. And the frustrating 
answer often has to be, “It depends.” 

That’s because every renovation project is 
goingto differ accordingto the work required. 
Forexamplejfyou have asbestos inyour house 
orthe place needs rewiring, dealing with those 
issues isgoingto require additional steps and 
tradespeople thatyou wouldn’t need for 
a more straightforward reno.You may be taking 
down oraddingwalls to rejigthe layout. In other 
words, the scope of works and the order of 
workswill vary depending on what remedial 
work is required and what improvements you’re 
planningaspart ofthe renovation. 

Onceyou’ve worked this out, you’re in 
a position to do a project plan that sets out the 
tasks that need to be done and in what order. 
From this, you’ll see what tradespeopleyou need 
to hire, when they’ll be required and how many 
times they’ll need to visityour site. 

That’sjustavery broad outline of what any 
project managerof a renovation has to consider, 
whether it’s you ora paid professional. It’s 
a crucial part of any renovation and something 
I cover in great detail in my workshops. 


Planning a kitchen renovation 

Whileyou can now see it’s impossible to provide 
a one-size-fits-all approach for any renovation, 
there are some basic stepsyou might employ for 
your project. For example, if you were renovating 
a kitchen, yoursteps might look something like 
the below. We’ll assumeyou’ve already carefully 
plannedyour kitchen and you’re ready to go. 

1. Strip out 

First, you need to get rid ofthe kitchen 
that’sthere now.This is the demolition phase. 

Old appliances, cupboards and tiles all 
needtogo. But wait— you need to bringin 
yourplumberand sparky before you start 
swinginganysledgehammers because 
they need to disconnect services such as 
wat e r, gas a n d e I e c t r i c i ty. 

2. Wall and floor installation 

You may need to subtract or add walls to make 
your new kitchen work and the flooring will need 
to be in position too. A kitchen cabinetmaker 
can’tdotheircheck measure until these works 
have been completed. 

3. Cabinet manufacture 

Your kitchen is now a bare shell, soyou can get 
yourcabinetmakeraround to do a detailed 
measure up. Onceyou’ve signed off on the 
final design, the cabinets go straight into 
manufacture, which can take anythingfrom one 
to eight weeks. 

4. Piumbing and electricai 
rough in 

Whileyou’re waitingforthe cabinets to be 
made up, you’ll needtogetyourplumberand 
electrician backtodowhatever“roughin”is 
needed forthings like running newpipes and 
wi ri ng as we 1 1 as movi ng powe r poi nts. 

5. Painting 

You want to getyourceilingand wall painting 
done before your newcabinets go in so you’re 
not slopping paint all overyour new kitchen. 

You may need to do some touch-ups at the 
end, butgetthe basic paintingdone now. 


6. Cabinet installation 

By now,your cabinets are manufactured and 
ready to go in, which can take your installer one 
to two days, depending on the size ofthe kitchen. 
Nowyour kitchen will really begin to take shape. 

7. Benchtop installation 

The benchtopsare ready to go in. Eitherthe cut- 
outs for the appliances will have been done in the 
factory or they’ll be done on-site by the installer. 

8. Splashback installation 

You might haveyourtileraround to put in atiled 
splashback, or if you’ve ordered a glass splashback, 
it will be installed now. 

9. Install appliances 

Allthosesmartnew — and hopefully bargain — 
appliancesyou’ve had safely stashed away are 
ready to come out of their boxes and be installed. 

10. Final plumbing and electrical 
fit out 

You’re on the home stretch now. The plumber and 
electricianwill pay one more visittoconnectall 
your shiny newappliances. Crack the cork on the 
champagne and heave a sigh of relief! 

Flopefullyyou can see howa simple step- 
by-step plan like this identifies which tradies 
are needed at which stage ofthe renovation to 
allowyou to map out an approximate timeline of 
how longthe renovation will take. Approaching 
any renovation withoutthis kind of methodical, 
ordered approach would be like buildinga house 
on a mudslide. You’re simply askingfor disaster, • vi 


Cherie Barber is a public speaker, TV 
renovator on Network Ten’s The Living 
Room and the owner of Renovating For 
Profit, a company that teaches everyday 
people how to buy, renovate, sell or rent old 
properties for a profit. To enrol in a Cherie 
Barber Live three-day Renovating For Profit 
workshop, visit oherieborber.oom.ou 


26 




the need for a separate 
filtered water tap! 


R r/^ADE lAS' 


lOOse the system etemer 
ing the products separai 
rsonalised filtraticxi systef 







RENO INSIGHT 


MULTIPURPOSE ROOMS 1 


TAILORED TO YOU 



Words Sue Axiund 

S pare rooms are a blank canvas and 
can be designed in a variety of ways. I 
work with Woolooware Bay residential 
development in the Sutherland Shire, 
where I provide every purchaserwith an interior 
styling session. Most of these apartments feature 
a multifunctional room, almost the size of afull 
bedroom, and buyers often askfor help to make 
the most of the space. The many ways I have 
designed this room for different buyers have 


A few years ago, the trend was to turn any spare room 
into a media room. Now, as the living space becomes 
a multipurpose room with high-end wireless and cleverly 
designed TV entertainment systems, the opportunities 
for spare rooms have never been so broad 


been so varied — from acomplete wine cellarto 
ayoga/meditation room, an ironing room, 
a library with wall-to-wall books and a reading 
chair, a kids’ rumpus room, a wall-to-wall shelved 
show room or a studio — the list goes on! 

Renovating a spare room is afun exercise 
onceyou have the conceptforthe room in mind 
and understand exactly what the function of the 
room will be. I suggest gatheringclippings from 
the internet, magazines and books and pulling 
togetheryour conceptual ideas soyou can 
view them as a whole and workout exactly what 
you want. This will helpyou to establish a base 
and begin workingwith an interiordesigneror 
decoratorto start the design process and spatial 
planningof the room. 

At Woolooware Bay development, the 
most exciti ng design I worked on was the 
transformation of a spare room intoawine cellar 
with specialised wine fridges, custom-designed 
wine racks and floor-to-ceilingwall mirrors to 
reflect light, create depth and also add a touch 
ofglamourtothe room. 


One element I believe is very important in 
this particularspace is lighting — it can make the 
room lookfantasticand be functional as well. 
Thinkaboutintroducingsoftlightingsuchas 
table lampsorunder-bench/cupboard lights, and 
use dimmers instead of strong overhead lighting. 
Flooringisanotherareawhereyoucanadd 
warmth, texture, colourand balance bysimply 
selectingthat perfect rug. 

Ideal for empty-n esters, retirees and those 
downsizing spare rooms can be user-friendly all 
year round and shouldn’t be overlooked as just 
another room. Start examiningotheroptions 
and get creative withyourspace. 

Sue Axiund is one of Australia’s most prolifio 
interior designers, heading up leading design 
firm Axiund and Goldstein as the interior 
design direotor. For more than 15 years, Sue 
has made it her mission to transform ordinary 
looations into welooming homes, working 
on a range of projeots from residential 
apartments to large oommeroial spaoes. 
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designs for 
outdoor living 




a total concept 

landscape architects, cabana & pool designers 

phone: 02 9957 5122 65 west street north Sydney nsw 2060 
email: design@atotalconcept.com.au www.atotaiconcept.com.au 

associates of Al LA and members of AILDM 


We create beautiful spaces and integrate them with your home. 
A Total Concept Is an established independent firm specialising 
in the design of stunning and functional gardens, cabanas, 
outdoor rooms, pools and home renovations to enhance 
your lifestyle and add value to your property. 


An individually tailored design need cost no more. 


Award winning lifestyle designers, Australia wide. 


Design is an investment. It’s worth getting it right. 


A Total Concept brings together all aspects of your project 
from the choice of finishes, colours and contractors. We provide 
services ranging from consultations and designs to approvals 
and specifications to the total management of your project. 







RENO INSIGHT 


GREEN DESIGN SOLUTIONS 


SUSTAINABLE RENOVATIONS 


Renovatingyour home? There’s no bettertimeto 
consider introducingsustainable principles. Doingso 
can reduceyour demand on energyand water, make 
your home more comfortable to live in and also improve 
its resale value. Here’s how ... 



Words Janine Strachan 

U nderstandingand designingfor 

your local climate and the variations 
between day and nighttemperatures 
as well as seasonal changes 
throughout theyear is the first step to creating 
a more sustainable home. 

Australia is a large continent with eight 
commonly identified climate zones, so design 
features suitable for atropical climate in 
northern Australiaare not necessarily suitable 
forthe temperate climates in southern 
Australia. Bear in mind there’s no single solution, 
and a home can be designed with a range of 
design features to maximise the benefits and 
opportunities of the site. 

In temperate climates, we tend to spend 
more money heatingourhomesthan cooling 
them, therefore you would get greater benefit 
from design features that reduceyour 
heatingdemand. 

Duringthe planningstage ofyour renovation, 
it’s important to understand the orientation of 
the houseonthe land.Askyourselfthefollowing 
questions and take notes on the answers you 
find. Where does the sun rise? Where does the 


sunset? Doyou haveatall buildingon the north 
preventingsolaraccess? Doyou have mature 
deciduoustrees providingshade in summer? 
Doyou have any planningcontrolslimitingthe 
alteration of the home’s fagade or setbacks 
to the property boundary? Do the current 
eaves providegood shadingon the windows in 
summer? Does the home have large gaps around 
doors, windows and in the flood ng? Has the 
home got insulation in the walls, ceiling or below 
the floors? Where do the breezes come from? 

Understandingthese elements ofyour 
current home can provide afocusforyou in 
makingyour home cheaperto run and more 
comfortable to live in as your renovations 
can be designed to workwithyourclimate. 
Things to consider include: 

• Locatingthe livingareastothe north and 
allowingthe winter sun to penetrate into 
those rooms to help create comfortable 
and light-filled livingareas. 

• Locating bedrooms on the cooler south 
side of the home and minimisingwest-facing 
windows to help reduce hot bedrooms. 

• Having the utility rooms orgarage located 
on the west side of the home to provide 

a physical barrier to the west (hottest) 
summersun. 

• Placing bathrooms, kitchens and laundries 
inclose proximityto each other and the hot 
wat e r sys t e m t o re d u c e h ot wat e r I o sse s 
from lengthy plumbing runs. 

Ifyoucan locate your livingareas towards 
the north, askyour designer whether increased 
windows orglazed doors will benefit livingareas, 
but also ensure they are shaded from the sun 
with eaves, awnings orshading by pergolas, while 
still allowing penetration of the wintersun. 

In temperate climates, insulating the building 
envelope, which includes floors, walls, ceiling, 


doors, windows and roof materials can help 
to significantly reduce heat loss during winter 
and heatgain in summer. Askyourdesignerto 
explore insulation with the highest R-value for 
the buildingelement.The higherthe R-value, 
the less heat is transmitted through the floor, 
wallsandceilinginsummerandthe more heat 
is retained inside duringwinter. Poorly sealed 
windows and doors can allow heat to escape and 
cold to enter the home, resulting in draughts. 

By installing quality draught sealers around 
windows and doors, you can help control 
yourenvironment. 

Windows are often the weakest insulation 
barrier between insideandoutsidethe home, 
more so in older houses with very thin glass. 
Therefore, consideration should be given to the 
optimum windowsize and glazingtype suitable 
to the climate. Coupled with this is choosing 
a window frame (timber, aluminium, PVCor 
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GREEN DESIGN SOLUTIONS 


Ventilation systems bring filtered air into 
the home. Image courtesy of Ventis 



composite) and style (sliding, louvre, casement, 
awningor multi-tilt) suitable toyour needs. The 
U-valueforglazing and window frames indicates 
theircombined abilityto transmit heat — the 
lowerthe U-value,the less heat is transmitted. 
Where windows are goingto be kept, you could 
explore secondary glazingthrough aglazier 
to provide doubleglazing,oryou could have 
awindowfilm installed that can improve the 
U-value of the glazing Retainingthose pelmets 
and combiningthem with heavydrapesor 
insulated blinds can also make a significant 
difference in heat loss in winter. 

In atropical climate, room location is not 
so critical for access to winter solar radiation. 


Rather, accessing cooling breezes will dictate 
the ideal room locations. Similarly, shading 
throughout winterand summeralongwith roof 
insulation and ventilation will assist in creating 
a comfortable home. Designing a narrow home 
with an extensive external wall area will allow 
cooling breezes to be directed throughout the 
home,and keytothisisthe location of doors 
and openingwindows. 

In temperate and tropical climates, consider 
placingawaterfeature on the cooler south side 
ofthe home and locatewindowstoallowthecool 
airto be drawn through the house like a natural 
evaporative cooler. In addition, good placement 
and style selection of windows can increase 



Ceiling fans circulate heated 
air and create a ceding 
breeze threugheut the heme 


Draught steppers arcund deers and windews 
can reduce air leakage by 15 to 25 per cent 

ventilation by capturing breezes. Ventilation 
can also be enhanced with ceilingfans in living 
areas and bedrooms, which will help reduce the 
demand on artificial cooling. You could also 
include an automated ventilation system to 
extract heated summer air and bring in cooler 
filtered airas nighttimetemperatures drop. 

To maximise the benefit of building 
a home with passive design principles, consider 
minimisingyour ongoing energy demand. 
Tolightyourhome,choose light-emittingdiodes 
(LEDs) or compact fluorescent orfluorescent 
tubes; choose energy-efficient computers, TVs 
and whitegoods; and choose the most efficient 
heatingorcoolingsystemyou can afford. 

Onceyou have gotyour home energy use 
down to whatyou think is essential, consider 
installing a photovoltaic (PV) system on the roof 
to generate and offset the energyyou require. 
Checkwithyourenergy provider for information 
on any available rebates. 

Kitchens and bathrooms are the focus of 
many renovation projects and this is where 
you can significantly reduce your demand on 
potable water consumption by installing 
the most water-efficient tapware, toilets, 
shower roses and whitegoodsyou can buy. 

You could also consider installing a large 
rainwatertank, which can provide water for 
toiletflushingand gardening. 

No matteryour project, you have 
the potential to make decisions that can deliver 
a comfortable home with long-term savings. 



Janine Strachan is director of Green Design 
Solutions, where she brings together her 
extensive experience in environmental 
housing design and sustainable building 
technology. Janine holds a Masters in 
Environment and Planning, a Bachelor 
in Environmental Management and 
a Certificate IV in Building and Construction. 
Jonine@greendesignsolutions.com.ou 
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There's a lot of people 
you could ask 
about building and 
renovation but only 
one you should ask. 


We all have thoughts for our renovation or new home. 

Magazine cuttings, ideas on the back of an envelope, 
phone pictures of someone else's home, something 
you saw on Grand Designs... 

How do you take these thoughts and turn them into an 
idea and in doing so, sift out the possibles from the 
pies-in-the-sky and have some guide as to what it will 
all cost. 

The answer is simple. 

You talk to someone with the degree and the years of 
experience to bring it to life. An architect. 

Not a designer, draughtsman or your sister's husband's 
brother who's handy on a computer. 

An architect. 

And it's never been easier thanks to 
askanarchitect.com.au now online. 

It's the place to build your dream home before you 
build, the place to see how a potential purchase 
measures up, the place to start a renovation and the 
place to keep the place you're in at its best. 

Like a good home, the site is designed by architects 
and has loads of tips and tools to help you plan, cost 
and generally avoid any pitfalls that await the unwary. 

Tools include an online scrapbook to gather your 
ideas, cost guide, renovation calculator and even the 
means to build your personal online book of facts. 

In addition, you can submit questions to an architect 
or check the existing FAQ's and view videos of others' 
experiences. 

For those close to buying or building, there are fixed 
fee Home Inspection, Design and Advice services 
ready to book. 

So before you order the bricks, take a few moments 
and a few clicks on askanarchitect.com.au 










A showcase of outstanding renovation projects 
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WE LOVE 

The neutral palette and open-plan 
layout with seamless transition 
between inside and out 
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PROJECT 




SUNLIGHT, 

SEDUCTION 

BEACHSIDE 

BLISS 

Afforded views and access to an almost 
exclusively locals-only Clovelly beach, 
the owners of this project have it pretty 
good when it comes to the location and 
settingfortheirfamily home 


Words James Cleland Photographu Nuance Photographii 

O wning a home in one of Sydney’s most enviable beachside 
suburbs isadream cometrueforthese homeowners. 

Howe ver,likemany Sydney re sidents,theyhadtoovercome 
the challenges associated with living in a mid-twentieth 
century home. As a semi-detached 1960s structure, this home had a whole 
list of drawbacks that were unfortunatelyall too common in Australian 
housingfrom that era. 

Asingle-level semi, the house was dark, cramped and poorly designed 
from an orientation standpoint. The site was well positioned to take in the 
surroundingbeachside landscape and views, but itwasashamethe home’s 
best roomforthiswasthe laundry! 

The owners recruited the team from Look Design Group to transform 
theirgloomy semi from a drab single-floor residence into a spacious, bright 
and open family home that boasts the visual splendour of the Australian 
coastline and provides a comfortable place to live and entertain friends 
and family. 

Toaddressthelackof space, exposure to natural lightand missing 
connectivity to the outerenvironment, the internal structure of the house 
was completely gutted. Innerwalls were removed and newwindowand 
door openings added to the ground floor’s exterior walls. This created the 
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Abundant natural light now penetrates 
every aspect ofthe ground floor, and 
the natural flow between the courtyard 
and living area forms an effortless 
^ysical connection between the 
^ternal and internal spaces ^ 


foundations for the living areas, which would 
take up the lowerfloorand provide ample 
opportunity to capture and frame the outside 
world in as many ways as possible. A second 
storey was added to house the bedrooms 
and private spaces. Two bathrooms were also 
included, alongwith front and rear balconies. 

The new kitchen, livingand diningareas flow 
into each otherto create a sensuous, modern, 
open-plan livingspace. Newfloor-to-ceiling 
windows and a large floor-to-ceiling rearsliding 
doorcombine with the original high ceilings to 
grant a new visual and physical connection to the 
outerenvironment. Abundant natural light now 
penetrates every aspect ofthe ground floor, and 
the natural flow between the courtyard and living 
areaforms an effortless physical connection 
between the external and internal spaces. 


The palette ofwhite wallsand ceilings works 
with the soft natural tones ofthe timberfloors 
and joinery, keepingthe internal aesthetic light, 
bright and conducive to the beachside lifestyle 
and environment. The new timber courtyard 
continues this style, creating a vibrant and 
modern entertainment space that is perfectly 
suited to balmy evenings and late afternoons in 
thewarmermonths. 

Thetopfloormirrorsthe lowerfloorin its 
visual style — a crisp, clean palette that plays 
second hddle to the abundant viewpoints 
that grant the owners unparalleled views of 
the surrounding neighbourhood and endless 
glistening expanses of ocean. Sleek and modern 
bathroom suites complement the bedrooms 
and again take advantage of large windows that 
not only grant plenty of natural ventilation, but 
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PROJECT 


DESIGl^ TIP 

Use highlight windows in the bathroom 
for privacy and maximum airflow 




also endless announts of sunlight. Last, the balconies provide a space for 
enjoying the sunlight, ocean views and open air, while keepingthe space 
intinnateand private. 

Addingthe upper storey provided the design team with a unique 
response to the issue of the ceiling height on the ground floor. Plumbing 
and essential structural elements needed to be accommodated,yetthe 
high ground-floor ceilings were integral to the success of the open-plan 
living spaces. The solution was to create sculptural false lowered ceilings 
in specific areas of the ground floor. This served to emphasise the height 
oftheceilingareasthat remained untouched. 

The success of this home stems from two main elements — expanding 
the visual and physical spaces of the home to create a comfortable, modern 
residenceandahomethatharnessesthebestelements of its surrounding 
environment without impingingon neighbours’ access to these same 
resources. The sympathetic nature of the project means its owners are 
happy with their new home, just as much as their neigh hours. 151 
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The bedrooms are light and 
spacious with balconies that allow for outside living 
and views of the ocean while remaining private ^ 
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LEGEND 

1 Entry 

2 Patio 

3 Study 

4 Bathroonn 

5 Laundry 

6 Storage 

7 Kitchen 

8 Meals area 

9 Living room 

10 Timber deck 

1 1 Ensuite 

12 Bedroom 1 

13 Bedroom 2 

14 Bedroom 3 

15 Balcony 




GROUND FLOOR PLAN 



FIRST FLOOR PLAN 


Project particulars 

This project was designed by 
Look Design Group 

Level 1/169 Victoria Avenue, 

Chatswood NSW 2067 

Tel 0438 699 949 

Email info@lookdesigngroup.com.ou 
Web lookdesigngroup.com.ou 

Interior styling (furniture and artwork) 
Jon Paul Interiors 

Tel 0410 960 600 

This project was built by 

Icon Homes 
Tel 9938 5488 

Licence Number 188457C 

FLOORING 

Kitchen/dining/living Ice White engineered 
oak floorboards by Havwoods 
Bedroom Lehmann textured loop pile wool 
carpet by Norman Ellison Carpets 
Stairs Ice White engineered oak 
floorboards by Havwoods 
Outdoor Merbau timber decking 


WALLS 

Paint Dulux Natural White throughout 
Bedroom Feature timber cladding and 
Tiempo engineered oak floorboards 
by Havwoods 

Fabric for built-in dining seating Hemp 
fabric supplied by Hemp Gallery 

KITCHEN 

Benchtop Caesarstone Snow 
Splashback Combination of Caesarstone 
Snow and colour-backed Starphire glass in 
Dulux Natural White 
Cabinetry Satin polyurethane 
in Dulux Natural White 
Feature timber overhead cabinets 
Polytech Natural Oak Ravine 
Appliances Smeg upright cooker 

FIREPLACE JOINERY 

Cabinetry Polytech Natural Oak Ravine 

Fireplace surround Honed black granite 

MAIN BATHROOM FITTINGS 
Basin Rogerseller Projections 
double wall basin 

Tiles — walls and floor Academy Tiles 


WC Rogerseller Zero floor-mounted pan 
with Geberit concealed cistern 
Taps Phoenix Tapware 
Bath Rogerseller Apaiser Sublime 
freestanding bath in Snowdrift 

ENSUITE FITTINGS 

Cabinetry Polytech Natural Oak Ravine 
Basins Rogerseller Apaiser Sublime 
basins in Snowdrift 

Tiles — walls and floor Academy Tiles 
WC Fowler Seido floor-mounted pan with 
Geberit concealed cistern 
Taps Phoenix Tapware 

LIGHTING 
Downlights LED 

Feature pendant Look Design Group 

WINDOWS & EXTERNAL DOORS 
Frames Natural anodised aluminium 

OUTDOOR 

Roof Colorbond Shale Grey 
Decking Merbau timber decking 
Exterior paint Dulux Timeless Grey 

Timber vertical cladding From Woodform 
Architectural in spotted gum 
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1 Sublime stone bench- 
mounted bathroom vanity 
basin, rogerseller.com.ou 


n Apaiser Sublime 
freestanding bath in 
Snowdrift, rogerseller.com.ou 




SHOP 
THE LOOK 

Here’s how to get the 
Clovelly beach vibe 


2 Rogerseller 
Projections double 



3 


3 Corbusier dining table. 
cultdesign. com. ou 


11 


10 


10 Benchtop material, stone. 
coesorstone. com. ou 


I 


I 


3 9 Caliza 81720 300 x 

600 porcelain floor tile. 
ocodemgtiles. com. ou 


8 Egypt round 
bedroom wall mirror. 
cottelonitollo. com 
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Don't live with food waste 



insinker ator. com . au 
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PRIVATE 

PERFECTION 

A carefully considered design creates an open 
and accessible beach-side home while also 
providing privacy for its occupants 
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Words James Cleland Photography Brett Boardman 

U rbanisation in Australia has created 
a conflict for many homeowners, 
especially those with older period 
houses who want to renovate 
their residences to create modern and 
spacious homes. 

Open-plan housescome with a swathe of 
benefits for residents, especially with our healthy 
culture of indoor-outdoor entertainingand 
favourable climate. However, creatinga home 


that benefits from increased access to the 
external environment can also impinge on the 
homeowners’ privacy if poorly implemented. 

This was precisely the case with the renovation 
project undertaken by Architect Prineas. The 
company’s clients lived in adark, pokey and 
dilapidated Californian-style bungalowwith 
a backyard overlooked by several apartment 
blocks. The homeowners wanted a modern home 
that would connect to its external environment, 
allow in plenty of sunlight and natural ventilation 


as we 1 1 as off e r p ri vacy fromtheprying eye s 
of the vertically gifted neighbours. 

The need fora private open space drove 
every decision ofthe design team, along with the 
requestfora modern homethatwas still 
able to reflect its period-style heritage. 

Typical of a Californian bungalow, the home 
had its bed rooms and private spaces at the front, 
with living, diningand kitchen areas located to the 
rear ofthe building. A modest-sized reargarden 
and courtyard were dominated by an outdated 
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The homeowners wanted a modern 
home that could connect to its external 
environment, allow in plenty of sunlight 
and natural ventilation as well as offer 
privacy from the prying eyes of 







the vertically gifted neighbours 
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By utilising louvres to create the external walls of the 
rear deck, natural light and ventilation can penetrate 
deeplyintothe home, while also providing precious 
privacy for the outdoor living space 


swimming pool and alfresco entertainment space 
with no overhead cover. 

The clients were an easy-goingcouple who 
had complete trust in the design team, and under 
theirdirection,theydecidedtodoawaywiththe 
rearsection of the home includingthegarden, 
courtyard and pool. This allowed a clean slate for 
the creation of agame-changingadditionforthe 
family home. 

Togetherwith the new livingspace,the 
bedrooms and private sections at the front of the 
home were reinvigorated with fresh paint and 
new carpets, which replaced the cold wooden 
floorboards in the bedrooms. Additionally, the 
heritage detailing was restored, with the entry 
foyerand hallway timberflooring undergoing 
treatment and polishing. These changes prepared 


the original parts of the buildingto smoothly 
integrate with the newopen-plan livingspace 
located at the rear 

With an inclusive kitchen,diningand living 
room,the rear portion of the homefeels 
contemporary, invitingand spacious, while 
also maintainingmuch-needed privacyfor 
its residents. Adjoiningthe interiorspace 
is an alfresco living room which transitions 
seamlessly from the interiorspace by means 
of large floor-to-ceilingslidingdoors that take 
maximum advantage of the increased ceiling 
heightsofthe newaddition. 

The rear deck provides an entry point into the 
home forthe natural elements. By utilising louvres 
to create the external walls of the rear deck, natural 
light and ventilation can penetrate deeply into the 


home, while also providing precious privacy 
forthe outdoor livingspace. 

Removal of the swimming pool allowed 
the construction of a rear garage, which 
connectstothehomeviaapergola.Thisallows 
a close connection to the simpleyet elegantly 
landscaped garden, while still providing plenty 
of privacy from the neighbours. The seamless 
transition from interiorto exteriorspaces 
increases the home's overall sense of volume and 
provides agreaterseries of spacesthat can adapt 
to the many needs of the family. 

The use of a warm yet neutral colour palette 
in conjunction with natural timbers and 
brushed aluminium provides a light, vibrant and 
welcoming atmosphere, while the beachy vibe fits 
perfectly with the coastal location. 
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LEGEND 

1 Entry 

2 Bedroom 

3 Sunroom 

4 Bathroom 1 

5 Bathroom 2 

6 Kitchen 

7 Living room 

8 Dining room 

9 Deck 

10 Garage 


Project particulars 

This project was designed by 
Architect Prineas 

Address Studio 504/19A Boundary Street, 
Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 
Tel 02 9332 2006 

Email moil@orchitectprineos.com.ou 
Web orchitectprineos.com.ou 

This project was built by 
Aaron Whyte — Element Constructions 
Address PO Box, Brookvale NSW 2100 
Tel 02 9939 3123 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING 

Deck Downlights Gamma Illumination 

Modtrim 2270 by Inlite 

Garden spotlight Astelia by Lumascape 

Tree uplight Brushed aluminium LS363 

uplight by Lumascape 


INTERNAL LIGHTING 

Lounge/dining/kitchen Modtrim 2270 by 

Gamma Illumination from Inlite 

Sun room Maestro 2433 by Gamma 

Illumination from Inlite 

Bathroom Wet series 2280 by Gamma 

Illumination from Inlite 

KITCHEN/LAUNDRY 
Oven Miele 
Cooktop Miele 
Dishwasher Miele 
Rangehood Miele 

Fridge Westinghouse Bottom Mount 
Cool drawer Fisher R Paykel Izona 
Kitchen sink Afa Vertus double-bowl 
undermount from Reece 
Kitchen mixer Cafe Square kitchen 
mixer frcm Rcgerseller 
Laundry sink Vertus 540 undermcunt 
sink frcm Reece 

Mixer Scala large square sink mixer 
frcm Reece 


BATHROOMS 

Basin Bench-mcunted frcm Rcgerseller 
Basin mixer Tcnic rcund mixer 
frcm Rcgerseller 

WO Sfera wall-hung toilet frcm Rcgerseller 
Cistern Wall-hung frcm Rcgerseller 
Toilet roll holder Strap series, polished 
stainless steel from Rcgerseller 
Towel rail Strap series double rail 
from Rcgerseller 
Hand towel rail Strap series 
from Rcgerseller 

Shower slider Spray shower column 
from Rcgerseller 

Shower a bath mixer Tonic round mixer 
from Rcgerseller 

Soap dish Strap series, polished 
stainless steel from Rcgerseller 
Bath Kaldewei Conoduo 735 
Bath Spout Gas wall bath outlet 
from Rcgerseller 

FIREPLACE 

Jetmaster 550 balanced flue gas fireplace 
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SHOP THE LOOK 

Bring light and life back into your 
entertainingareas with these 
bright renovation ideas 

1 Afa Vertus double-bowl 
stainless-steel under-nnount 
sink, reece.com.ou 



2 


3 Barwon teak and wicker 
outdoor dining chairs. 
ecooutdoor.com. ou 






5 

5 Quartz benchtop in 
Snow, coesarstone.com.ou 
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Don't live with food waste 






The InSinkErator Food Waste Disposer is the ultimate piece 
of technology for anyone who loves a clean kitchen. 

insinker ator. com . au 
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PROJECT^PACE FOJ LIFE 


BUNGALOW 

RETREAT 


Verdant outlooks and a lofty, spacious 
design take this renovated bungalow 
into the realm of modern luxury 






The renovation has 
transformed the baok half 
of this house. An outdoor 
area features a kitohen and 
swimming pool, perfeot for 
entertaining and relaxing. 
The glass fenoing oreates 
the illusion of spaoe 


^Design tip 

Use natural materials such 
as timber cladding to add 
warmth to the strong lines of 
a modern exterior 
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Words Emma Wheaton Photography Urban Angles 

T his renovation was inspired by the idea of personal retreat. Sure, 
family homes need to be practical, warm and welcoming, but 
pushingthatideafurther, this newly revamped house is also 
an inspiring, refreshing space that serves as a haven from the 
everyday hustle. From the front of the home, a carefully preserved heritage 
fa(;ade belies the modern luxury that unfolds beyond. 

Priorto the renovation, this 1928 California bungalowwas in almost 
its original condition includingthe layout, kitchen and bathrooms. The 
onlytoiletand laundrywere atthe backofthe homednaleakyold lean- 
to”. Replacingthis outdated lean-to is a spectacular addition that has 
completely transformed and updated this house, bringing it into the 
modern era. 

Angie Florence isthe homeowner and creator of Space for Life, which 
designed the project in collaboration with M2 Building Design. Integral 
to this renovation was Angie’s aim to create a luxurious family home. It’s 
hercommitmenttoawell-thought-outdesign — with careful material 
selection and every nookand cranny accounted for— that has resulted in 
this dynamic, beautiful family home. 

She was driven by form and function. “I wanted the project to be capable 
of adapting to the changing needs of agrowingfamily, while still delivering 
good design and style,” she says, addingthat maximising light, views, space 
and storage were also high on her list of requirements. 

The renovation of an original 1928 California bungalow had to pay 
respect to certain heritage requirements. As such,Angie and theteam 
had to collaborate with a heritage adviserforthe project and the heritage 
overlay restricted any change to the faqade of the building. The result is 
striking — it’s a sensitive renovation that has worked extremely well to 
create a visually pleasing home that also serves the needs of a family that 
wanted acontemporaryabode. 

The renovation meant a partial demolition of the existing residence, 
leavingthefaqade and the two-and-a-halffront rooms intact. “The 
front section of the home was fully restored,” says Angie. While this 
restoration is impressive in itself,outthe back it really excelled. 

A new slab was poured and upon this a double-storey extension was 
built. A custom-designed concrete pool was also added and all gardens 
were landscaped alongwith newfencingand agate. 

It’s interestingthat from the front of the home and the street, the new 
extension is hardly visible, in line with the heritage rules. “Although the 
extension itselfadded some 30-plus buildingsquarestotheoriginal house, 
it was mostly neatly tucked behind the original roofline,” explains Angie. 
“This gave the house a great sense of deception from the street as 
the extent of the development was not obvious from its understated 
cottage frontage.” 

Upstairs, a balcony and its adjoining rooms enjoy Melbourne skyline 
views. A laundry chute is a convenient addition, as is the abundance of 
storage “tucked everywhere you look”. Another hidden feature isthe large 
dual study and home office, which was built into the roof space with a raked 
ceiling and wall-mounted ym-longdesk. 


Word of advice 

Consider what your outlook will be. 
Introducing large windows that look out onto 
a brick wall is not desirable. If you don't have 
views, create your own outlooks with vertical 
gardens or water features 

Left At night, external feature spot lighting 
gives the gardens a soft glow 
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Overall, the house is a balance of luxury, warmth and 
space, with plentiful windows allowing light into the home 
aswell as high ceilings throughout and broad dimensions 
given to the hallways. Angie has also ensured generous 
room sizes and plentiful storage — especially important 
fora family home. A clever use of natural materials means 
this abundance of light, space and pared-back modern 
style hasn't been leftfeelingsterile. Rather, it's further 
enhanced by bringingthe outdoor aspect inside. 

“There was a strong desire to include a leafy green oasis 
feel to the main living space," says Angie. To achieve this. 


vertical gardens were incorporated into the new design. 
Positioned outsidethelivingareaand another nearthe 
ensuite, the effect is one that has completely transformed 
the look and feel of the home. The vertical gardens are her 
favourite addition to the newly renovated home. “They 
notonlybreathe life into the livingspaces, but also bringa 
sense of beauty and resoundingcalm,''shesays. 

“Retreat livingwas the general inspiration 
— a luxurious refuge.” Isl 


Style note 

A few simple indoor 
plants can create an 
oasis effect and work 
to match the lush 
outlook of the rest 
of the home 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 


LEGEND 

GROUND FLOOR 

1 Garage 

2 Entry 

3 Formal lounge 

4 Master bedroom 

5 Dressing room 

6 Ensuite 

7 Porch 


8 Laundry 

9 Store 

10 Powder room 

1 1 Kitchen 

12 Living room 

13 Diningroom 

14 Outdoor entertaining 


FIRST FLOOR 

15 Bedroom 

16 Rumpus room 

17 Bathroom 

18 Office 

19 Void 

20 Balcony 



Project particulars 

This project was designed by 
Angie Florence, Space for Life Interiors 

Tel 0400 137 707 

Email letstolk@spoceforlife.conn.ou 
Web spoceforlife.com.ou 

M2 Building Design 

Tel 0412 098 287 

Email info(g)m2buildingdesign.com.ou 
Web nn2buildingdesign.com.au 

FLOORING 

Kitchen, dining and living Real timber 
engineered board — 140mm-wide European 
oak in chocolate (supplied by Connollys ph: 
1300 855 031} 

Bedrooms and stair carpet — Metropol 
with Ultimate Underlay 
Outdoor Exposed aggregate concrete 
(driveway, paths, rear outdoor entertaining); 
Merbau decking (pool surround); Bluestone 
coping to pool 

WALLS/PAINT 
Interior Dulux Whisper White 
Exterior Timber weatherboards — Haymes 
025 Windsor; gutterings, rendered piers, 
original front door — Haymes Black Pitch; 
front window frames, gable shingles, 
rafters and posts — Haymes Taupe Mist; 
main timber cladding to new rear section 
— stained cedar lining boards; Alucobond 
strip in front (above original roofline) — 

503 Champagne Metallic; Alucobond 


surrounding large window at rear — 503 
Champagne Metallic 

KITCHEN 

Benchtop Pure white reccnstituted stone 
tops and waterfall, with 75mm aprcn all ever 
Splashback Grey smoke mirror (toughened) 
Cabinetry Laminex Polar White Crystal Gloss 
(overheads, white shelving in island, feature 
shelving in walk-in pantry); Egger laminated 
board in Autumn Plum for main cabinet 
colour to kitchen 

Appliances Two Miele ovens and integrated 
dishwasher, Smeg 900mm-wide induction 
cooktop, fully integrated Qasair rangehood, 
fully Integrated Liebherr fridge and two 
freezers, two Vintec under-bench 
wine cellars 

Other Built-in bin systems, timber inserts into 
900mm-wide cutlery drawers, soft closers 
on drawers and non-slip inserts to line all 
other drawers 

BATHROOM FITTINGS 

Cabinetry Laminex Ebony Bellezza 364 

Natural Finish 

Tiles, walls and floor Partial walls — folded 
600x600; Partial walls and floors — Saint 
Pierre Gris 600x600 (Urban Edge Ceramics, 
ph: 03 9429 2122) 

Sanitary fixtures Cube wall-hung pans 

with in-wall cisterns 

Taps Methven Kiri tapware throughout 

LIGHTING 

Kitchen Pendant lights over island bench are 


clear glass balls with fancy filament globes; 
LED strip lighting under overhead cabinets 
Bedrooms 220mm LED warm white fully 
recessed downlights 

General Low-energy 90mm warm white LED 
downlights throughout 
Bathroom Vanity wall lights at 580mm wide 
(Lights Lights Lights, iightsiightsiights.com.ou) 

WINDOWS 5l external DOORS 
Glass Double-glazed to main living 
areas downstairs 
Frames Black aluminium frames — 
commercial grade 

OUTDOOR 

Roof Original tiles at front, Colorbond flat roof 
to new section 

Paths and driveways Exposed aggregate 
Decking Merbau, oiled in natural 
Landscaping By Space for Life 
(0400 137 707) 

Plantings Rear Woterhousio fioribundos 
(weeping lilly pillys) 

Front — combination of ficus, ornamental 
pears, lavender, Mexican orange blossoms 
and English box hedge 
Furniture All furniture styled and installed by 
Stylepoint (.stgiepointcom.ou) 

BBO area tiles La Roche Grey 600 x 1200 
(Urban Edge Ceramics, 03 9429 2122) 
Vertical garden tiles Saint Pierre Noir 
600x600 (Urban Edge Ceramics, 

03 9429 2122) 

Paling fences Painted in Haymes Black Pitch 


6i 



PROJECT 


SPACE FOR LIFE 


SHOP THE LOOK 


Get this luxe, urban oasis style 
with sophisticated pieces and 
pared-back materials 
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2 Bauble Bunch ceiling light. 
beoutifulmodernthing.com 


5 Scil-less vertical garden. 
green woii. com. ou 


4 TcrnascI Argentinian ccwhide. 
orthide.com.ou 


3 Greg Natale Ccrfu rug. 
designerrugs. com. ou 



8 Timber fleering. 
iron wood. com. ou 


7 Eames plastic side chair with 
Eiffel base, iivingedge.com.ou 


6 


Bellambi bluestcne 
flamed tiles. 
beiistone.com.ou 
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Mint Floors and Shatters has added an exciting and 
uniqlle product pEf' its timbei[;/flooring coi lection. We 
imroduce to yourSolefloor, the naturaily curved flooring. 


Manu|aaured in Euroj^this curved- 1 enguth flooring is 
the^ue definition at unique. Each floorboard is as 
Individual as the tree frorn which it was sourced. 
NotwoBolefloprsarealike. / 


Bolefiooyoy Mint Floors and Shutms offers a new 
desigi^lution for almost any sitiAtion: residences, 
commercial spaces, retail environments or restaurants. 
Bie»(efloor works in any setting whyPe the desired effect 
IS an intimate, natural and individ/al interior. 


J 300 822 922 


mfo@minifloors.com.au 


curv 


3/41 -43 Parr^eena Rd, 
CaringbahN\w2229 
www.mintfloors.com.au/bolWloor 


/mintflooi 


floors + shutters 
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iORY DAYS 

A case of good things come to those who wait, 
this dilapidated home was restored to its former 
ory using the best old /haterials and work 

— and mbdern.ones where necessary 
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Words Danielle Townsend 

Photography John Storoh 
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' here is nothing more 
challenging than a client who 
k n o ws exac t ly w h at t h ey wa n t 
— except beingyourown client, 
knowingexactlywhatyou want and not listening 
toyourown professional advice!” says John 
Storch of ATotal Concept Landscape Architects 
and Pool Designers (ATC),who, as well as 
being ownerof this home, happened to be the 
designer of its rejuvenation. 

John and his wife Alice purchased theirvery 
dilapidated Cremorne house in 2003. Originally 
constructed in the early 1900s, it had been 
owned by one family for more than 50 years and 
had been progressively renovated piecemeal by 
the owner-builder and then later by his son with 
little regard to style. 


The scope of the project, undertaken by 
John’s company, included the design, council 
approvals, tender instigation and project 
managementforalterations and additions to the 
residence and all external areas. “Having worked 
on hundreds of clients’ residences for more than 
25years and wantingto design my own home 
and external spacesforsometime, I was able 
to put into practice what I have professed 
to others for so long,” says John. 

The inspiration forthe design was to redevelop 
the house intoatraditionafcomfortablefamily 
home — an ambitious project that was carried 
out in two stages over several years. “One unusual 
challenge was designingthe property so that 
it was operational for use by our business and 
then at a later stage reintegratingthe space into 
the home itself without havingto redo major 
structural works,” says John. 


Stage one was to have the downstairs areas 
functioningas an office for ATC,aprocessthat 
had to be undertaken over a six-week Christmas 
breakto ensure continuity of the business. 

The home had once been used for long-term 
guest accommodation, hence the lowerfloorplan 
was a mess of small, non-integrated rooms and an 
old dorm-style bathroom with several showers and 
toilet cubicles. A separate entry was designed for 
clients and the original stairs between the two levels 
were fi I led i n to create a work area and a private space. 

The first stage was all about functionality. 

Most internal walls in the lower level were 
removed to create a 15x5m open-plan 
workspace. This involved serious engineering 
to hold up the house above and some inventive 
construction by builderJames Hurt and his 
team. A separate 5 x3m room was constructed 
as a client meetingarea and a materials sample 
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room was excavated i nto the su b-floor area 
adjacent to the meeting room. A kitchenette 
and separate bathroom were also constructed 
for John and histeam of designers. 

“The original floor-to-ceiling height forthe 
downstairs area was around two metres, so 
we were required to excavate down to make 
the space habitable,” says John. “This entailed 
underpinningall perimeterwalls section by 
section — a long, drawn-out process — with 
the house above jacked up while the walls 
belowwere reconstructed.” 

Nineyearslatepwhen funds became available, 
stage two commenced. This included alterations 
and additions to the home’s private areas 
and reintegration of the office into the home 
because the business had outgrown the space. 

Designed by ATQthis work included 
reconfiguration of the upper-level internal spaces 



Above Indoor-outdoor living is a key aspeot to 
this Cremorne home 

Below Summer days can be spent in the pool 
and in the outdoor entertaining area, too 
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with the relocation of the kitchen and livingareas 
from the south side of the home to the northern 
side. The kitchen and dining room were made into 
one section through the removal of internal walls, 
then were opened up to viewing decks on the 
north and western elevations with six- and four- 
panel concertina doors to take advantage of the 
extensive water and district views. 

“The original livingand kitchen areas were all 
on the south side of the house,” says John. “We 
relocated them to the northern and western 
aspects,which not only opened the main-use 
areas to the views, but also allowed a self-heating 
component in the winter months and, with the 
large concertinadoors,a cooling effect in summer.” 

In addition, there wasthe relocation and 
redesign of asecondary kitchenette, the 
redesign of three bathrooms (two of which were 
also relocated) and an infill of a covered pergola 
to create an elaborate second main bedroom. 

By liftingthe skillion roof alongthe eastern rear 
of the residence from 2.4m clearance to more 
than 3m, AT C was able to achieve high ceilings 
throughoutthe home. 

This stage also involved the reinstatement of 
an original open-style verandah from a closed- 
in sun room to take advantage of water views. 
“We opened up the verandah, installed a new 
decorative, period-style balustrade, which was 
extended down the entry stairs and designed 
traditional, painted-brick, structural pieringwith 
sandstone cappingand timber posts for 
the verandah,” says John. 

The front external spaces were redesigned 
in a period style to complement the residence. 
Followingconsultation of old photos, the 
dilapidated front boundary fence was 
resurrected using sandstone excavated 
from beneath the fence and from redundant 
foundations. A pedestrian entrance was 


incorporated into the design with sandstone 
paving used forthe path and stairs, and also for 
the front verandah. New steps created a grand, 
open entry and the meanly proportioned side 
entry was removed. 

Atraditional-style box window nowfeatures 
as part of the elevation of the front bedrooms. 
Aluminium windows and rotten timber windows 
to all elevations were removed and Federation- 
style windows and doors were installed. The 
design and installation of traditional bargeboard 
andfasciatimbers helped return the home to 
its more traditional period-style roots. 

The separate “office” entry was also closed in, 
and the office was converted into living spaces — 
ateenagers’ games room and retreat. Reopening 
and rebuildingthe staircase between the two 
levels doubled the floorspace of the home. 

“The grey ironbark stairs that were built in 
situ, with each piece selected for its consistency 
of colour, is one bit of detailingthat looks great,” 
saysJohn. 

Other finishing touches included the 
removal of old Cypress pine timber floors 
and the installation of grey ironbarktimber 
floors throughout — the biggest splurge on 
the project. “The floors were functional but 
not quite right forthe look we wanted to 
achieve,” says John. “We looked at different 
modern floating timber floors and restaining 
the existingfloors, which would have been a 
substantially cheaper option, but in the end 
wedecidedto bitethe bulletand replacethe 
floors with grey ironbark timber flooring laid 
in atraditional tongue-and-groove manner. 
The timber was a mix of clear and mid- 
range quality to achieve a very specific look. 
Renewing the timber floors was a very costly 
exercise but it wasthe rightthingtodofor 
the look we were after.” 
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As Cremorne is a very hilly suburb, mostly 
north facing and running down to Sydney’s 
Middle Harbour, a level lawn area is a rare and 
cherished commodity 



Thefamilysaysit has no one favourite part 
of the renovated space “but more a series of 
successful smaller detailing components that just 
worked”, says John. “The shelving niches that we 
installed in the main bathroom and the ensuite 
lookgreat with LED lightingand are extremely 
functional. 

“And then there’s the glass splashback in the 
kitchen behind the cooktop that was goingto 
be done in a matching coloured glass. Atthe last 
minute,thiswas changed to Caesarstone Night 
Skyto contrast with the benchtop. Ittookthe 
space from ordinary to a stunningfeature.” 

The scope of this project wasn’t limited to the 
house, but also included work to the external areas 
including swimming pool, timber entertaining 
deck, lawns and garden areas located to the rear, 
plus a new boundary fence, retainingwalls, front 
steps and driveway, all designed byATC. 


As Cremorne is a very hilly suburb, mostly 
north facingand runningdown to Sydney’s 
Middle Harbour, a level lawn area is a rare and 
cherished commodity foryoungfamilies looking 
to buy here. The original swimming pool was 
verydilapidated, oversized forthe space it was 
in and took upthe entire area to the rear of the 
residence, which lacked any usable lawn as a 
result. “We knew that this was a major detraction 
from the potential resale of the property,” says 
John.“Wecutthe pool in half, adding extensive 
swimouts for lounging and entertaining 
purposes, and realigned the sides of the pool to 
simplifytheshape,focusingon the lawn rather 
than the pool. Reducingthe size of the pool gave 
usthe level, usable lawn area that we wanted for 
resale value.” 

The pool’s existingMarblesheen liningwas 
replaced with Ice Blue Quartzon. 


Above An open-plan kitchen flows straight 
to the outdoor area 

Opposite The coastal chic interior works well within its 
leafy surroundings 
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‘‘We also rebuilt and extended an existing timber 
deck to create an entertaining area immediately 
adjacent to the pool and linking the pool directly to 
the living areas” — John Storch, designer 


In place of the original dated waterline tiles, 
natural Himalayan sandstone was installed 
to visually extend the surrounding paving 
material into the pool. This effectively reads as 
a more substantial edge and bolsters the visual 
strength of the pool. 

“We also rebuilt and extended an existing 
timberdeckto create an entertainingarea 
immediately adjacentto the pool and linking 
the pool directly to the livingareas of the 
home. We installed steps fromthetimberdeck 
to provide an external link to the downstairs 
garage and rooms, and installed glass fencing to 
ensure a strong, visual connection between the 
home, deck and pool,” says John. 

Due to its elevated nature, the reargarden 
area takes advantage of water and district views 
while providing a very private external space 
forthe owners. The plants that were chosen 
are quick-growing, waterwise and require 
minimal maintenance. 

Plantinginthe reargarden included 
retention of existing Viburnum t/'ni/s (Bay 
Laurel), Laurus nobilis (Bsy Tree) and Michelia 


f]go(Port Wine Magnolia). New plants required 
craningin,includingseveral large Magnolia 
‘Little Gems’ and mature Plumeria rubra 
(Frangipani, oneyellow/white flowering and one 
p i n k/ye 1 1 o w f I owe ri ng), Beschornerlayuccoides 
(Mexican Lily), Philodendron xanadu (Dyyarf 
Elephant Ears), C//V/a /T7/n/ata(C I i via), Cordy line. 
Salvia (Indigo Spires) and Agapanthusorientalis 
to create a tropical feel. 

The plant selection reflects period planting 
and suits the colour scheme of the house. 

This included retention of several large palms 
and Camellias,and supplementary planting 
of a pseudo ‘cottage garden’ using Dwarf 
MorningGlory, African daisies, several mature 
Erangipanis, Mexican Lilies, Hot PinkSalvias, 
Agapanthus orientalis, Doryanthes excelsior, 
Westringia fruticosa (Goastal Rosemary) 
and Tradescantia pallida (Purpurea). Screen 
plantingto boundaries included Syzygium 
‘Cascade’ (Cascading Lillypilly). 

All sandstone removed from sub-floor 
areas was reused,eitherin landscape walling 
or as feature walling within the residence. The 


Above A hardwood floor brings warmth to the 
bedroom, whioh is boosted by pops of red 
Opposite The master bedroom with ensuite 
foouses on neutral oolours to ensure a oalming 
atmosphere is maintained 


original pink, stamped-concrete driveway, with 
a border of low sandstone walls, was brought 
back to life with a heavily textured onyx paint 
guaranteed to last foryears. 

“The entire project was undertaken with 
budget at the forefront of our minds,” says 
John. “Afterthe GEC, being in the design 
profession, I was very conscious of over- 
capitalisingand we wanted to be able to live in 
the home for ayear after renovation and then 
sell with a profit. As things turned out, we only 
had six months back in and an offerwas made 
through an agent that was way more than what 
we wanted, so we decided to accept the offer, 
move and do it all again.” 

ATotal Concept has succeeded in 
redesigningthe entire property to create 
a stunning period home on a budget, with 
averyspecific briefto maximisethevaluefor 
dollar. “This home has been soldforahgure far 
beyond ourexpectations,” says John. IH 
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A clean sweep for 

Adelaide Designer, Angela Gianakis. 


Working together to oreate some of Adelaide's finest homes, guiding you through your 
entire selection process. "We are passionate in creating designs that define our clients", 
Angela Gianakis of Outside Square. Whether you are renovating or building new. Outside 
Square guide yau through the entire design process, so that your home exudes a 


balance of style,trend and personality. Uniquely a home truly defining you. 



201 4, 201 2 HIA MAJOR AWARD WINNER 

BATHROOM DESIGN oftheyear 

201 2 HIA OUSTOMER SERVlOE oftheyear 



201 1 , 201 0, 2009 award winner year after year 



2014 Kitchen Designer oftheyear (sa) 

2014 Highly Comnnended 

Australian Certified Designer oftheyear (sa) 

2014 KBDi Large Kitchen Designer oftheyear (sa) 
2014 KBDi Medium Kitchen Designer oftheyear (sa) 
2014 KBDi Small Kitchen Designer oftheyear (sa) 
2013 KBDi BATHROOM DESIGNER oftheyear (sa) 

2013 KBDi LARGE BATHROOM DESIGN oftheyear (sa) 


outsidesquare 

creating a home that defines you 

08 8363 5363 

155 Magill Road Stepney SA 5069 
www.outsidesquare.com.au 
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WE LOVE 

The mix of vintage and 
modern furnishings, 
recycled materlal^and 
pops of bright colour 


STRIAL 


DELIGHT 


A former commercial warehouse is 
transformed into a chic space for 
inner-city living 






RENOVATING FOR PROFiTI 


Words James Cleland 

R easons for renovating a property 
are nnany and varied, though most 
of the time the same motivations pop 
up again and again. Proper utilisation 
ofspace,improvementto habitability and 
increased property value are some of the core 
reasons to undertake a renovation project. 

And they drive the underlyingfundamentals 
of good home design. 

The exact methods which can be undertaken 
to achieve these goals will vary from person to 
person, and ofcourse each individual property 
has its own nuances to address. However, the 
improvementof lifestyle for a home’s inhabitants 
is a core tenet of a renovated space. 

This Chippendale warehouse apartment 
in Sydney is typical of inner-city residences, 
especially where the purpose ofthe building 
has changed from a commercial aspect to 
a residential one. The apartment’s industrialised 
aesthetic is immensely appealing; it presents 
a visual and tactile depth that lays the perfect 
foundation for its owners to create a varied, 
individual and character-driven home interior. 

The beneht ofthe home’s rugged interior 
perspective was overshadowed by another 
common inner-city feature — lackof space. With 
onlya54m livingroom includingan outdoor 
courtyard, space was at a premium and required 
the perfect layout and design to make the most 
of its limited footprint. 

The property’s owners desired afully realised 
modern studio-style apartment, which utilised 
itsspacetothefullestand inturn increased the 
return on theirinvestment.This is where Cherie 
Barber and her company Re novating for Proht 
made an appearance. The apartment had a solid 
foundation, so its potential was easy to see. 

All that was required was a rearrangement 
ofthe internal dimensions. 

Exposed timber beams and original 
construction features drove the underlying 
direction ofthe project. The original kitchen ran 
alongthefrontwall paralleltothe rear courtyard. 
The change in its position allowed for a new 
space now used as a bedroom. This then led 
tothe separation ofthe bedroom and living 
spaces and gave a much-needed element of 
privacy. Elevated on a platform constructed from 
recycled railway sleepers and tucked away behind 
a“floating” stud wall, the bedroom has become 
afully realised space — one large enough toht 
threeflat-packwardrobes,which addressed the 
apartment’s limited storage problems. 

The visual appeal ofthe rugged exposed 
timber ceiling and hardy railway sleepers 
influenced the overall aspect of the apartment. 
Immediately adjacenttothe bedroom entrance 
sits an office nook with another recycled railway 
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The success of this renoyatii^ 
'fei^jvecl from the smart us^^g 
goatenafe^d zoning of Spaces 

a.lZ^i'5s4 I _ . 1 1 . .. I : i ^ 


tha!Tray^reated a fu I ly'reatfse^ 
I ivi ng ariathat^s wit h i n 
footprint of th^'^rtmen^tO^ 





PROJECT RENOVATING FOR PROFIT 


ED^S PICK 

The Brooklyn Tins 
vintage wallpaper 
on the back wall 
gives this room an - 
industrial f Labour ‘ 




PROJECT 



sleeperelement that forms a simpleyet sturdy 
desk. Opposite, afloor-to-ceiling mirror adds 
the illusion of extended space. 

The bathroom, which remains in its original 
position, was updated with newtilesthat have 
a rough-hewn timber look. The new vanity, also 
constructed from sleepers and an antique hand 
basin, reinforces the connection to the rest 
of the apartment. 

The predominantly cosmetic changes were 
limited by the heritage listingon the building, but 


they were not so restrictive as to impede on the 
new conhgu ration. The placement ofthe new 
kitchen, complete with breakfast bar and faux- 
brick splashback, has completely changed the 
internal aspect ofthe building,allowingthe living 
room to connect more easily with the outdoor 
courtyard. This is an integral part ofthe home 
since it provides much-needed outdooraccess, 
entertainingand livingspace. 

The success of this renovation is derived from 
the smart use of materials and zoning of spaces 


that have created afully realised livingareathat 
hts within the snugfootprint ofthe apartment. 

It now has a rugged appeal that complements 
its historical aspects whilealso feelinglike 
a modern residence. Importantly, the renovation 
has boosted the overall value ofthe property, not 
only from ahnancial perspective, but also from 
adesignone.rn 
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LEGEND 

1 Entry 

2 Laundry 

3 Bathroom 

4 Kitchen 

5 Bedroom 

6 Living room 

7 Courtyard 



Project particulars 

This project was designed by 
Cherie Barber — Renovating for Profit 

66 Mullens Street, Balmain NSW 2041 

Tel 02 9555 5010 

Email odmin@renovotingforprofitcom.ou 
Web renovotingforprofitcom.ou 

FLOORING 

Laminate flooring POCO Home 
Supermarket Toscana Flair 
laminated floorboards 


Bathroom Urb CH timber-look 20cm x 
90cm by Rcyal Tiles 

FEATURE WALLS 
Bedroom Brooklyn Tins vintage 
wallpaper from Elements I Love 
Lounge room Newspaper Print 
wallpaper was painted over 
Lounge Recycled floorboards 
for feature wall 

KITCHEN 

Splashback Faux-brick tiles from 
Greenway Systems Thin Brick System in 


Rusty SteelvBATHROOM FITTINGS 
Basin Antique vanity bowl from Mitchell 
Road Antique Si Design Centre 

LIGHTING 

Hallway/kitchen/living NUD Collection 
Cord Si Socket with oversized bulb 
from Great Dane 
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SHOP THE LOOK 

Here’s howto create Cherie’s 
modern industrial-inspired look 



1 Caroma above- 
counter basin in white. 
coromo.com.ou 



5 Light Exotic cowhide rug. 
cowhiderugsonline. com 


8 Fogerty stool 
in iron and solid 
mango wood.^ 
retrojon. com. ou 


6 Nud single-lamp 
pendant light with 
3m cable and ceiling 
rose. Ilghtly.com.ou 


7 Louse IV 
French-style 
fauteuil in black 


10 Original 
Tolix stool in 
galvanised finish. 
thonetcom.ou 


n Ascot round slat coffee 
table in mocha ash veneer. 
insideoutstgle. com. ou 


12 Carrara marble 
benchtop. From marble 
and stone suppliers 


Panaria Assi D’Alpe^^ 
timber-look ceramic tiles. 
tileboutique. com. ou - 


Recycled wood panelling' 
northernriverstimber.com.ou 


Toscana Flair laminated 
floorboards, poco.com.ou 
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“When my clients ask me where they should go for 
the best deals, I always say Hardware & General. 
They’ve got great service and prices and expert 
knowledge.” 




cnmm 


& GENERAL 



H*G YOUR LOCAL S 



pt>t BUILDERS, PLUMBERS, TRADES & HOME RENOVATORS 


Hardware & General have been helping builders, 
plumbers, trades and home renovators complete their 
projects since 1 960. Well known for being specialists in 
their field. Hardware & General’s team of knowledgeable 
staff can assist you with the design, supply and delivery 
of your products for your dream home. 

Hardware & General’s mission is to supply you with the 
best quality products & the best service at the best price. 

Specialising in all product catagories. Hardware & 
General has what it takes to build your house from 
the ground up, with luxury finishing touches to fit your 
budget. 


w: www.hg.com.au e: info@hg.com.au 


o 



Sp&cicdiiiA. in. 


Building, Timber, Tools, 
Industrial & Hardware 


Paint, Locks, Doors & Tiles 


, . . and. M much moha! 


6 GREAT LOCATIONS • SPECIALISED SERVICE • GREAT PRICES & TREE DELIVERY 


Brookvale 
Winbourne Road 
Brookvale, NSW 2100 
(Ph) 8456-1188 


Blacktown 
24-32 Forge Street 
Blacktown, NSW 2148 
(Ph) 9621-6700 


Dural 

238 Newline Road 
Dural, NSW 2158 
(Ph) 9651-2200 


Hornsby 
35 Jersey Street 
Hornsby, NSW 2077 
(Ph) 9476-3877 


Mona Vale 
60 Darley Street 
Mona Vale NSW 2103 
(Ph) 9997-1711 


Peakhurst 

107-109 Boundary Road 
Peakhurst NSW 2210 
(Ph) 9533-4466 




BENN + PENNA ARCHITECTURE 


DYNAMIC DUO 


PROJECT 


This project addresses sustainable 
building and housing practices while 
creatinga residence that is functional 
within its urban context 
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Words James Cleland 

Photograph.u Katherine Lu S Tom Ferguson 

U rbanisation isthedrivingforce behind 
the waywe design and build houses 
in Australia. The era of large homes 
in inner-citysuburbsiscomingtoan 
end as property prices rise and urban planning 
becomes stricter. This renovation addresses 
the need for creating higher-density living 
while providing privacy and amenity for 
its residents. 

The project is the home of a professor of 
sustainability and its overseeingarchitect is 
a family member, who also lives in one of the 
properties. These shared disciplines were able 
to dictate the design and adaption of this 
home renovation. 

Asthe residence of a mature family unit, the 
home's design had to address many issues at 
once. Providing private personal spaces for its 
adult inhabitants was paramount, but creating 
integrated public spacesthat connected 
with internal and external environments 
was equally important.The building 
constitutes two properties and the balance of 
interconnectedness and privacy is an integral 
element of the overarchingoutcome of 
the project. 

From the beginning, the original building had 
astrongfoundation upon which to build, but 
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WE LOVE 

The private courtyard — 
the perfect spot to sit 
and contemplate the world 
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MUST HAVE 

A free-standing kitchen cupboard 
made to look like a beautiful 
piece of furniture 





DESIGl^ TIP 

Use neutral tones and natural 
materials to create a calming 
atmosphere. Add character 
and individuality with 
favourite accessories 


Timber used on the stairs and for 
the bookoase oreates a warm 
juxtaposition with the minimal 
furnishings in the first residenoe 
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A minimal aesthetic 
featuring warm timber 
tones and crisp white 
walls complements the 
home’s original style 


bG 
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ABOVE The lounge room in the seoond BELOW The upstairs study provides 

residenoe features olean lines and a quiet spot to work or relax 

oontemporary furnishings 


was sorely lacking in its materiality, structural integrity and liveability. “The 
bones of the house were good, with strongfoundations and almost no 
rising damp,” says Andrew Benn from Benn + Penna Architecture. 

The first step forthe renovation was to rework the ground floor. The 
original rooms were removed to make open-plan livingspaces, which have 
a direct connection to the rear courtyard and garden. The dual-frontage 
brick workers’ cottage fapade was kept largely intact, while work was done 
to liven up its period characterand charm. 

Additional elements were addedtothe rearofthe buildingincluding 
an extra level, which provides private areas such as study spaces and 
bedrooms. The extra height offers vantage points to overlook the 
cityscapeand distant harbourviews. The newaddition is sympatheticto 
the original characterof the home, as well as the neighbours. 

Throughout the reconstruction process, attention was paid to the 
sustainable footprint of the redesign. The owners are both long-term 
residents of the suburb, so the heritage character was of particular 
importance. Incorporation of recycled materials, such as demolished 
brickandtimberflooringwasalsoatop-list priority as well as usingas many 
natural, environmental-control ling materials as possible. Since the garden 
space wasveryimportanttothe overall outcome 
of the renovation, careful attention was paid to ensure maximum value 
was drawn out of the north-facing aspect, and that sufficient rainwater 
storage was available forthe garden. 
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BELOW The building comprises two properties that balance ABOVE The bedroom overlooks the courtyard below. Shutters 

interconnectedness and privacy provide privacy, filtered light and ventilation. A wall of curtains 

conceal the wardrobe and storage behind 






BENN + PENNA ARCHITECTURE 



The renovation has created two 
residences that achieve a harmony of 
interconnectivity and independence. 
Itallowsan adult family to live clos^l 
with one another, while also pj;;,Qilili i ; 
orivacv and space for tilililll 1 1 


Throughout the home,indoorgardens have been created 
to add a natural elementtotheinterior.These gardens help 
tie the internal spaces to the exterior garden and have been 
inspired by the evocative styles of Chinese gardens, where 
careful control of the home's internal volumes allows the 
rooms to unfold as you move through the residence. 

Meetingthe challenge of creatinga home with natural 
ventilation that feels open to light and the surrounding 
neighbourhood was paramount. Extra care was given to 
every angle, and views both in and out of the building 
were rigorously controlled. Even so, the house still 
feels connected to the natural external elements and 
provides a contemplative and grounding quality to 
the residents' lives. 

Neutral tones and natural timbers dominate the home's 
palette; they provide a strongfoundation for a light and 


calming interiorand allow individual items to add to the 
characterand charm of the home. 

Andrew notes the renovation has created two 
residences that achieve a harmony of interconnectivity 
and independence. Itallows an adult family to live closely 
with one another, while also providing privacy and space 
fortime apart. 

Overall, the renovation has addressed the issues of 
the original buildingand has created a light-filled, open 
and welcoming residence. It has removed the dark and 
introverted nature of the original home, while keepinga 
keen eye on preserving privacy and providingcomfortin 
a heavily built-up urban suburb. 151 
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LEGEND 

1 Entry 

2 Bedroom 

3 Bathroom 

4 Walk in robe 

5 Dining room 

6 Lounge room 

7 Kitchen/Laundry 

8 Study 

9 Void 

10 Studio apartment 



FIRST FLOOR PLAN 



Project particulars 

This project was designed by 
Benn + Penna Architecture 

Level 5, 68-72 Wentworth Avenue, 

Surry Hills 

Tel +61 2 9281 2665 

Email info@bennondpenno.com 

Web bennondpenno.com 

This project was built by 
Join Constructions 

Tel 02 8544 0656 
Licence number 131670C 

FLOORING 

House one Clear-finished recycled timber 
House two Limewashed plantation timber 

WALLS 

Houses one & two Painted plasterboard 
Living Recycled brick 

Bedroom As abcve 
Stair As abcve 


KITCHEN 

Benchtop house one Slate 

Benchtop house two Caesarstcne in Linen 

Splashback house one Slate 
Splashback house two Caesarstcne 
in Linen 

Cabinetry house one Spotted gum and 
polyurethane, matt natural white finish 
House two Polyurethane, matt natural 
white finish 

Cooktop and oven Miele 
Integrated fridge Fisher Paykel 
Rangehood Fisher El Paykel 
Kitchen tap Vola KVl, brass finish 

BATHROOM FITTINGS 
Cabinetry Polyurethane, 
matt natural white finish 
Basin Duravit Scola basin 
Wall and ceiling tiles Royal Mosa 
collection by Design Republic 
** Ncte tiles are glue-fixed to ceiling 
Taps City Stik Platinc matt finish by 
Just Bathrccmware 


Bath Hikari 1330 x 830 x 540 
CJapanese soaker) 

** Note bath is sunken beneath 
floor boards 

LIGHTING 

Pendant one Cstairwell void) 
Nelson Pendant Bubble lamp 
Pendant two Ckitchen) Axo Light 
Spillray pendant 

WINDOWS & EXTERNAL DOORS 
Glass Clear-glazed, low-E comfort 
plus by Viridian Glass 
Frames Western red cedar 
by Acacia Jcinery 

OUTDOOR 

Roof Colcrbcnd sheet 

Floor house one Slate tiles 
Floor house two Pebbles 
Walls Recycled brick 
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SHOP 
THE LOOK 

Recreate this calm interior 
with quality pieces in natural 
materials and neutral tones 


2 Nook Nook Loftover 
chair, nooknook.com.ou 




1 Marseille round side table 
oHUving.com.ou 


9 Genesis white-washed brushed 
bamboo flooring by Proline Floors. 
genesisbamboofloors.com.au 


8 White B9 Cava Bentwood 
armchair by Le Corbusier 
and Thonet. husetcom.ou 


3 Gloria sideboard. 
ecllpsefurnlture. com. ou 


4 Striped rug. 
ecochic.com.ou 




8 


7 Mark Tuckey Simple bed 
available in American Gak or 
Cregon. morktuckey.com.ou 


5 Scala square sink mixer 
in stainless steel. 
sussextops. com. ou 



6 Marconi three- 
seater leather sofa 
in Natural Caramel. 
weylondts. com. ou 
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Electric underfloor heating is ideal 
for bathrooms and smaller floor 
areas. Floor heating is efficient 
and invisible making it the best 
way to warm your home. 

All systems ore controlled by a 
thermostat with floor sensors. 

Low temperature heating for the 
whole house. 

Contact Comfort Heat for expert 
advice and a free quotation. 

Local call 1300 13 WARM 

s a Ees#c o mf orth eat. c o m . a u 
wwwxomfortheat.com.au 





ComfortHeat 

Superior Floor Heating Systems 


In slab / In screed / Under Carpet 
Under Timber / Electric / Hydronic 



Ostm ifisit 


FLUK^IRES 



AT 4 GREEN STREET THOMASTOWN VICTORIA 3074 

WE PROVIDE OUTSTANDING WOOD AND GAS L06 FIRES TO GIVE YOU THAT WARM FEELING 

CALL US ON 9465 4433 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.JUSTFLUES.COM 
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HUMBLE 


' ^ v> 

The original bones of a Sydney beachside cottage were the^ 
starting point of this much-needed renovation, which uses^ 
the glorious location to its full potential 






MATT ELKAN ARCHITECfl 



Words Danielle Townsend Photographu Phil Castleton 

H erein Australiajivingclose to the 
ocean is a dream many of us would 
love to make a reality, so to reside 
in a beautiful location with water 
views and not take full advantage of them is 
somewhat ofa crime. This family’s beachside 
home renovation nearSydney’s Middle Harbour 
soughtto resolve this problem with the help of 
architect Matt Elkan. 

“All of my work is fundamentally about doing 
somethingthatissite-and brief-specific,” says 
Matt. “So myinspirationatthis level wasthe 
outlook towards the beach and the angophoras 
of the four-hectare Lawry Plunkett Reserve.” 

The front of the house, an exist! ng brick 
cottage, housed three bedrooms, a dining room 
and bathroom. While in need of minor repairs, 
the original cottage had a pleasant spatial quality 
and was well constructed, so essentially it was 
suitable to be retained in its original form. 

“We attempted to keep the works of the 
original house to a minimum,” says Matt. 

The rearof the original cottage housed 
a living room/kitchen addition constructed in 
theiqSos. Duetothefallofthe land,thei98os 
extension was suspended above the backyard 
byafull level. The resulting undercroft space was 


underutilised and had sadly become a de facto 
clothes dryingand storage area. 

The clients were very keen to replace the 
1980s extension with a two-storey version that 
was more functional and responsive to light and 
views from the ground floor, and that made use 
of the basement level created by the fall of the 
site. Spatially, a new living/kitchen space, a second 
livingarea,an extra bedroom with bathroom and 
a laundry and decks were required. 

“The preceding extensionfeltlikethe 
poor cousin to the origi nal house,” says Matt. 
Consequently, the rear extension was removed 
in its entirety. “The irony of the fact that we 
would choose to keepaioo-year-old portion of 
the house while removing a 30-year-old portion 
was noted in preliminary discussions,” says Matt. 

The elevation at the rearof the extension was 
a significant consideration. The ground-floor 
decks are approximately 5-6m off the ground 
and while this elevation allows for excel lent views 
towards Edwards Beach and access to north- 
east summer sea breezes, it also created a series 
ofdesign challenges. Amongthe concerns was 
the connection to the backyard, privacy from 
and for neighbours, visual mass of the extension 
when viewed from the rear and fall protection. 


We love 

The use of timber in the kitchen 
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“The irony of the fact that we would choose to keep 
aioo-year-old portion of the house while removinga 
30-year-old portion was noted in preliminary discussions 
— Matt Elkan, architect 



MATT ELKAN ARCHITECfl 



“This renovation achieves a lot with a little. I think the 
most significant aspect of this is efficiency. It is relatively 
humble in scale, yet feels engaged and expansive” 

— MattElkan 


The issue of the quality of the renovation was 
also of fundamental importance to the brief “It 
was really important the new spaces were of 
a sufficiently high quality to draw people through 
from the old house into the new livingspaces,” 
says Matt. One way to do this was with the use of 
honed basaltina kitchen benchtops and southern 
bluegumveneerforthe kitchen cupboards — 
a real splurge, but one which fits with the clients’ 
love of timberas does their choice of blackbutt 
and cypress pine flooringthroughout various 
rooms. “The clients have a long history of 
involvementwithsailingshipsandthe Pacific 
islands,”says Matt. “Theirappreciation of timber, 
indigenous art and the environment was a large 
part of the inspiration forthe spaces and finishes.” 


Also affecting which materials were used in 
the renovation was the problem of site access. 

All materials had to be carried in and out by hand, 
which suggested that all new work needed to 
involve lightweight products. 

Forthe home to be energy efficient, the 
design makes excellent use of its orientation, 
natural light and good overhangs to manage 
heat in summer, while large watertanks reuse 
waterinthe house andgarden. By buildingsmall, 
carryingout minimal excavation and retaining 
and repairingold structures ratherthan replacing 
them, doingas much as possible on the tight 
budget was achieved. 

“This renovation achieves a lot with a little,” 
says Matt. “I thinkthe most significant aspect of 



this is efficiency. It is relatively humble in scale,yet 
feels engaged and expansive. I think this is quite an 
important aspect of the project, especially on the 
super-expensive slopes of Balmoral Beach where 
people almost uniformly build huge high-impact 
and expensive houses. 

“I now love the feeling of standingat the 
threshold between the old and new halves of 
the house, looking east towards the view. At that 
point,the house opens uptothe light, airand 
viewsandyoufeel as though you are hovering 
out overthe treetops.” 

Sometimes smaller is betterand makes more 
impact — and this amazing home is certainly 
proof of that. 151 
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PROJECT 


I MATT ELKAN ARCHITECT 


LEGEND 

1 Entry 

2 Bathroom 

3 Bedroom 1 

4 Bedroom 2 

5 Bedroom 3 

6 Dining room 

7 Kitchen 

8 Living room 

9 Deck 

10 Bedroom 4 

1 1 Sitting room 

12 Storage 

13 Laundry 

14 Sub floor 




GROUND FLOOR PLAN 




LOWER FLOOR PLAN 




Project particulars 

This project was designed by 
Matt Elkan Architect 

2/2 Wattle Road, North Manly NSW 2096 
Tel 02 8916 7357 
Email mea@idx.com.au 

This project was built by 
Graybuilt 
Tel 0419 606 592 
Licence number 193797C 


FLOORING 

Kitchen/living/basement 130nnnn x 19nnnn 

standard-grade 

tongue-and-groove blackbutt 

Dining Existing cypress pine tongue-and- 

groove flooring 

Bedroom Carpet 

Stair 35nnnn blackbutt treads to match 
Outdoor 89mm x 19mm 
tallowwood decking 

WALLS 

Kitchen/living/bedroom Gyprock and 
126mm x 19mm V-jointed tongue-and- 
groove weatherboard linings painted 
Dulux Natural White 


Dining Existing 

Stair Gyprock and 126mm x 19mm V-jointed 
tongue-and-groove weatherboard linings 
in Colorbond Monument 
Outdoor 6mm Hardiflex cladding with 
32mm x32mm treated pine battens 
painted using low-sheen exterior 
acrylic in Colorbond Monument 

KITCHEN 

Benchtop 20mm honed basaltina 
fabricated stainless-steel benchtop on 
HMR substrate with integrated sinks 
Splashback Integrated stainless steel 
Cabinetry V-grooved MDF to match 
weatherboard profile, finished in 30-per- 
cent gloss polyurethane in Dulux Natural 
White, southern blue gum veneer from 
Briggs Veneers 

Appliances Fisher R Paykel RF610ADUX 
stainless-steel French-door fridge. Highland 
HT3SSN three-burner gas stainless-steel 
cooktop, Miele H5740BP pyrolytic oven, 
Scala mini sink mixer with large square 
spout, Blanco BSELE60 bins, Oasair 
NDCH901B rangehood 

BATHROOM FITTINGS 

Cabinetry Mirrored overhead cabinet 

Basin Carcma Cube Extensicn wall basin 


Wall tiles 100mm x 400mm rectified satin- 
glazed white tiles frcm Academy Tiles 
Floor tiles 25mm x 25mm vitrified charcoal 
mosaics from Academy Tiles 
Sanitary fixtures Duravit Starck three-pan 
with concealed cistern 
Taps Brodware City Stik 
Shower Abey Fontana 

LIGHTING 

All spotlights and outdoor lighting 
by Tovo Lighting 

Hamilton and Noosa LED spotlights 

Mission LED stair lights 

LED weatherproof strip lighting 

Port Douglas heat-reduced uplighters 

Wedgie uplighters 

Artemide downlights 

WINDOWS & EXTERNAL DOORS 
Glass Pilkington 6mm/8mm ComfortSave 
Low-E toughened 
Frames New Guinea rosewood 
by Scartop Joinery 

OUTDOOR 

Roof Colorbond Spandek Windspray 
Decking 89mm x 19mm tallowwood 
Screening F27 KD blackbutt 
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sweetpeoondwillow.com 
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ELECTRIC UNDER 
FLOOR HEATING 





Comfort Heat has sourced an improved 
electric heating mat designed for under 
carpet and under floating timber floors. 
The mat is suitable for large or small floor 
areas and comes in a range of lengths to 
allow an even coverage in all room layouts. 

As with all electric floor heating products 
purchased from Comfort Heat, the heating 
system is controlled by a thermostat 
with a floor sensor. The floor sensor will 
ensure the system maintains a constant 
low temperature under the floor covering 
and so will minimise the electricity used 
to achieve the required comfort settings. 



ComfortHeat 

Superior Floor Heating Systems 


Local Coll : 1300 13WARM 
www.connfortheat.com.au 
so les@comfortheat.com .au 



SCAVOLINI 

by La Cudna Gallery P/L | 



Spectacular nuances, a furnishing project^^^ 
characterised by glass doors and side panelsf 
matt or polished glass tops are also available. 




www.lacucinagallery.com.au 

info@lacucinagallery.com.au 


Tel.: +61 3 9939 5882 


363-365 Bridge Rd., Richmond / Melbourne, VIC 3121 


OPENING HOURS 

Mon-Fri 10am to 6pm 
Sat 10am to 4pm 


SCAVOUNI 


STORE 

MELBOURNE 








DIESEL SOC|/4 KITCHEN 


SCAVOLINI 

by La Cucina Gallery P/L | 



Sophisticated appeal and love for tradition in a living kitchen that 
blends the fascination of the past with an elegant contemporary concept. 






f-iir- 



www.lacucinagallery.com.au 
info@lacucinagallery.com.au 
Tel.: +61 3 9939 5882 


363-365 Bridge Rd., Richmond / Melbourne, VIC 3121 


OPENING HOURS 

Mon-Fri 10am to 6pm 
Sat 10am to 4pm 


SCAVOIINI 


MELBOURNE 


BALTIMORA KITCHEN 














E MAKEOVER 

brought out of the 1980s with a 





PROJECT 


( THE KITCHEN DESIGNER 


In addition to extra showering 
spaoe, this Raindanoe showerhead 
oertainly adds a bit of luxury 



Words April Ossington Photography [v] style + imagery 


hileshoulderpadsand permswere atone pointthe 
height of fashion, they are unmistakably ’80s. So while this 
expansive and well-built home in Wheelers Hill, Victoria, 
featured quality 1980s elements that were fashionable at 
thetime,theywere startingto date. Despite her company’s name,Susan 
Wasley of The Kitchen Designer is often asked to design bathrooms and 
wardrobes for clients and as an independent designer, offers clients the 
option of choosingtheirown builderorcabinetmaker. 

The brief forthis renovation was to update the bathrooms and create 
sufficient storage for afamily of four with two teenagers. Specifically, the 
client requested more space in the ensuite as well as afreestanding bath, 
double basins and additional storage. The family bathroom was to be made 
more usable by removingthe bath and extending the shower. Finally, and 
although the house already included a walk-in wardrobe, it needed to be 
redesigned. “The walk-in robe was crowded with a single hanging rail and 
shoes piled up underneath,” says Susan. “There was a mix of drawer units 
anddeepshelvesoverthe hanging which meantclotheswere hard tofind 
and store appropriately.” 

Structurally, not much work was required except forthe removal of 
asmall window in the ensuite toallowforthe large vanity unit and mirrors. 
Both bathrooms were stripped and showerfloorsweretiled with grading 
to strip wastes. As this was a second-storey renovation, special care was 



A double-vanity unit was 
added in the parents’ ensuite 

taken to connect the bathroom to existing plumbing. Additionally, the 
bath had to be specifically chosen to fit up the stairs and through the 
narrow doorway. 

The client requested a warmercolourschemeforthe bathrooms 
ratherthan whiteglosstilesandthe main bathroom was to look luxurious 
to match the rest of the home. This was achieved with Caesarstone 
cabinetry tops in Frosty Card na, dark, textured feature tiles and 
sleek Hansgrohe tapware. In the ensuite, the Hansgrohe Raindance 
showerhead and acrylic freestanding bath are impressive features. 

“It had to look streamlined but not bland,” says Susan. 

Susan’s favourite renovated spot is the walk-in wardrobe, which was 
transformed from a dark, cluttered space to a well-organised area with 
easy access. While dark colours are popularatthe moment, Susan chose 
to keep the shelving white to make it appear more spacious. “This is a 
relatively small area and needed to be designed carefully,” she says. 

With the revamped ensuite and additional storage, the parents’ area has 
become the perfect escape from busy family life. “The family bathroom, 
although small, is perfectly suited to the needs ofthe teenage children and 
still has aglamorous touch in the choice of tiles and fittings,” adds Susan. fsl 




Project particulars 


This project was designed by 
The Kitchen Designer 
Tel: 0410 440 420 

Email: suson@thekitchendesigner.com.ou 
Web: thekitchendesigner.com.ou 


BATHROOMS 

Basins Villeroy Booh Loop 

Taps Hansgrohe Pura Vida basin mixers 

Showerhead Hansgrohe 
Raindance showerhead 


Bath Freestanding acrylic 

Lighting LED dcwnlights 

Cabinetry tops Caesarstone Frosty Carrina 

Cabinetry doors 2 pac white 






COLOUR 


BURST 


Bright pops of colour ensure this kitchen is always full of energy 




iDESIGhlER 


PROJECT 


The red accessories of 
the living room tie the 
two spaces together 


cc 


T: 
I : 


' he owners love to cook, so they wanted the kitchen to be the 
centrepiece of their new modern-style home — and they 
weren't afraid to go boldh'says Susan Wasley of The Kitchen 
Designer. The Dulux Red Terra shade of the splashback is 
continued asacolouraccentthroughoutthe house and provides a vibrant 
contrast to the two-tone cabi nets. The warm tones of the granite pick u p the 
accent colour and the cabinets' extra-dark chocolate. ''As an independent 
kitchen designer, I'm always researching new ideas and design trends both 
here and overseas and sawthe overlappingtops of the island bench on my last 
trip to ltaly,"says Susan. "I'm also pleased with the way the corner angle mimics 
angles found elsewhere in the home's architecture. "The different thickness 
and heights of the benchtop and mix of colours help distinguish between the 
food preparation and seating areas. There's also a slidingdoorto a butler's 
pantry, with the dishwasher and another sink, to help keep the main area 
clean and clutter-free when the owners want to entertain. [i1 



Project particulars 


This project was designed by 
The Kitchen Designer 
Tel: 0410 440 420 

Email: suson@thekitchendesigner.com.ou 
Web: thekitchendesigner.com.ou 

KITCHEN 

Cabinet doors & panels Gloss two-pack in 
Dulux China White and Spanish Eyes 


Internal hardware Aventos Servo-Drive to 
overhead cabinets 

Handles Satin chrome pulls; Dulux Red 
Terra highlights on the island bench 
Benchtop Caesarstone Buttermilk; Tan 
Brown granite on the island bench 
Splashback Glass — Dulux Red Terra 
Flooring Tiled 

Lighting MASC 5P pendant light in red 


Oven Bosch 
Cooktop Induction 
Rangehood Undermount 

Dishwasher Bosch 
Refrigerator Integrated 
Sink Single undermount 
Taps Zip boiling water unit 
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PROJECT HE^OR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS 


KITCHEN “ 


CRAFT 

A clever makeover sees a cramped kitchen 
transform into an open and bright family spa^ 
that better suits the home’s heritage 


A large island bench in the middle 
of the kitchen allows plenty'cjf room 
for food prep and sooialising without 
interrupting the speoial flow 


Words Tom Lockleu Photography Emilio Cresciani 

L ooking at it now, it’s hard to imagine 
this space as the lacklustre area it once 
was. The tall ceilings with visible steel 
beams and exposed brick walls work 
seamlessly with the polished timber floor and 
romantic bay window. “The original brief was to 
design a kitchen that worked with, ratherthan 
againspthe house,” explains Hector Abrahams of 
HectorAbrahams Architects who took on this 
project. “The client wanted an interestingfamily 
space with lots of colour.” 

The early 20th century arts and crafts 
home was originally htted with a kitchen that 
was not only cramped, but also resembled 
a display package. “The kitchen was squashed 


into one end of the space, it had a lowered 
ceilingand shiny hard finishes — a commercial 
feel,” says Hector. “We removed the false 
ceilingand the wall linings in order to reuse 
the original finishes — what is known as 
'conservation of embodied energy’, a popular 
concept with environmental designers.” 

The windows and doors were reconfigured 
to introduce the large steel baywindowandday 
bed. Beautifullydesigned,thewindowfloodsthe 
room with natural lighpcreatinga harmonious 
feeling between the outside garden and family 
kitchen. Adding another steel element to the 
room along with the brickfeatures gives the 
kitchen an industrial aesthetic, yet, as Hector 
describes, “it doesn’t feel like a shed. We wanted 


to make the previously fragmented space into 
one bigcohesive room that flowed well, so we 
made adeliberate decision to incorporate the 
steel into the finished design.” 

Abigchallenge forHectorand his team was 
developing a colour scheme that worked with 
the east-facing room. “We put a lot of effort 
intogettingaschemethatworked in all seasons 
for cookingand for living,” he says. Colourwas 
an important aspect ofthe design. “The client 
loves colour,” enthuses Hector. With this in mind, 
he incorporated various splashes throughout, 
includingthe vibrant Sir Edmund Blue joinery 
units and warm DuluxCoppersmith kitchen 
cupboards, both complemented by agenerous 
garnishing of porcelain knobs. 
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PROJECT 



Addingto the chic industrial aesthetic of the 
kitchen was the inclusion of the magazine light 
above the island bench. “As well as liftingthe 
tone of the space, it also produces downward 
task lightingand upward room lighting” Hector 
explains. “We had the light purpose-made for 
the length of the bench.” Its addition to the 
room creates a cosy atmosphere at night, 
while still providing plenty of open space 
during the day. 

Inspired by the original Arts and Crafts kitchen 
byJohn HorburyHuntatCamelot in Camden, 
Hector has captured the same utilitarian quality 
and implemented itwithin thisfunctional and 
beautiful design. m 


HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS 



LEGEND 

1 Dresser unit 

2 Fitted daybed 

3 Meals area 

4 Kitchen 

5 Oven unit 


6 Cooktop 

7 Refrigerator 

8 Pantry 

9 Bookcase 

10 Shelves 

11 Entry 


Project particulars 


This project was designed by 
Hector Abrahams Architects 
Address Studio 402, Reid House, 75 King 
Street, Sydney 
Tel 02 9299 7959 

Email moilbox@hoorchitects.com.ou 
Web hoorchitects.com.ou 

This project was built by 
Noel T Leach Builders 
Tel 02 9543 2223 
Licence Number 69332C 

FLOORING 

Kitchen Kauri timber floorboards from 
Sydney Flooring and Green Melody 
Forbo Marmoleum Vivace from Forbo 
Flooring Systems 

WALLS 

Kitchen Porter’s limewash on bricks, Dulux 
Off White on ceiling, Dulux Lamarque and 
Clotted Cream on joinery 

KITCHEN 

Benchtop Karri timber by J5 lIM Williamson 
and Emperador marble from Ron 
Bennett Marbleworks 


Splashback Vanilla tiles from 
Olde English Tiles 

Cabinetry Designed by Hector Abrahams, 
timber kitchen cupboards and bespoke 
joinery units painted in Dulux Coppersmith 
and Sir Edmund Blue respectively with 
porcelain knobs 

Appliances Bosch 70cm gas cooktop, 

Miele conventional and steam ovens, 
Robinhood stainless-steel rangehood, 
freestanding Fisher R Paykel fridge, Vintec 
Transtherm wine fridge, integrated Liebherr 
bar fridge, Bosch dishwasher. Classic Butler 
sink from Chippendale Restorations, Neu 
England tapware range by Brodware 

LIGHTING 

Track light Artlight up/down track light 
Pendant light Beal Pritchett brass 
BC lamp holder 

Bench lighting Nocturnal Lighting aged 
brass gecko wall light 

WINDOWS 

Frames Steel bay window designed 
by Hector Abrahams 
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The kitchen was inspired by an 
Art Deco-styie Orient Express 
raiiway car, with decadent 
features and a high-end finish 


COLOUR INJECTION 


The kitchen and bathrooms of this South Yarra residence have 
gone from dated and duii to rich and vivid 

Words Sarah Swain Ph otography Andrew Lecku 


Ithough this South Yarra cottage was given a complete overhaul, 
it’sthe kitchen and bathrooms that underwentthe biggest 
transformation. When it came to the kitchen, “modern, elegant 
and welcoming” was the brieffrom the socialite client, who 
wanted to transform a previously claustrophobic room into something 
special. “We worked with builder Matt Strongon a unique creation 
reminiscent ofan Art Deco-style Orient Express railway car,” says designer 
Toni Franchi.“Weusedwallpaperand mirrorsto create an infinityarch 
effectforthe ceiling, while mirrored splashbacks add the illusion of space 
in the galley-shaped area. While it might evoke echoes of the past, modern 
features including Zebrino marble benchtops ensure the room reflects 
the height of fashion.” 

The whimsical look is completed with red small appliances and pendant 
lighting. The kitchenflowsthrough to the dining room, whichfeatures 
a Voyager Park we nge table, making it the perfect fit in a unique home. 

Meanwhile, the ensuite and guest bathrooms also underwent similar 
treatment. “The ensuite was small and dreary except for a terrific mauve 
glass mosaic,” says Toni. “We used the pinktileas an inspirationforthe 
magenta and orange Kallianthiwallpaperand vibranttowels.The pinks 
were given a strong neutral base, with the minimal Reece ADP vanity and 
300mm x6oomm black matttiles.” 

The guest bathroom was given a matching new look, with white 
used to balance the colour but still maintain the artistic feeling of this 
transformed home. m 



“We used wallpaper and mirrorsto 
create an infinityarch effectforthe 
ceiling, while mirrored splashbacks add 
the illusion of space in the galley-shaped 
area” — Toni Franchi 
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[ FRANCHI DESIGN 


PROJECT 



Project particulars 


This project was designed by 
Toni Franchi for Franchi Design 
Address 301/220 Commercial Road, 
Prahran Vic 3181 
Tel 0407 333 557 
Email toni@fronchidesign.net 
Web fronchidesign.net 
KITCHEN 

Cabinet doors Duropal Icy White Illusion 
Internal hardware Blum soft-close 
Special inserts Hafele Kessebohmer 
Tandem pantry and half pantry 
Handles Nikpol brushed nickel 
Benchtop Zebrino marble 
Splashback Smoke mirror 
Kickboards Brushed stainless steel 
Wall Smoke mirror 
Flooring Choices Flooring wood 
vinyl planks 


Lighting Custom Lighting Irk Sunlight, 

LED downlights 

Paint Resene Black White 

Windows InVogue charcoal 

sunscreen blinds 

Taps Zip Hydrotap, KWC pull-out 

spray mixer 

Oven Siemens 600 

Dishwasher Miele semi-integrated 

Refrigerator Fisher Paykel French door 

Cooktop/hotplate Siemens 

Rangehood/canopy Siemens 

Sink Franks 700W single stainless steel 

Washing/drying Miele stacking 

washer/dryer 

GUEST BATHROOM 
Vanity Reece ADP 
Taps Reece Scala mixers 


Lighting Murano colour pendant light ■ 

Custom Lighting 

Flooring Choices Flooring 

faux timber plank 

Paint Resene 

Hardware Nikpol 

Other Criginal Art Glass from 

Visual Resource 

ENSUITE 

Vanity Reece ADP 
Taps Reece Scala mixers 
Lighting Murano black glass pendant 
from Custom Lighting 
Paint Resene 

Wallpaper Harlequin Kallianthi 

Hardware Nikpol 

Tiles Ceramic from National Tiles 
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TWOFOLD 

Featuring a modern take on French 
provincial style, this kitchen is an 
entertainer’s dream 

Words April Ossington 

D esigned by Stuart Dougal I for Melbourne Contemporary 

Kitchens,this kitchen istheepitomeofindoor-outdoorliving 
While the client requested a modern design to replace the tired 
’80s style, they wanted to retain a hint of the French provincial 
look. This is achieved with clean, white cabinetry, light timberflooring, 
pendant lightingand an island bench. The standout feature of this design 
isthewaythe bi-fold windowanddoorjointothe benchtop when closed. 
“Howthetrackwindowwouldsitinthe benchtop was a design challenge, 
but one that was easily met by our experienced team,” says Stuart. “This 
elementworks to extend the kitchen perfectly towards the outdoor 
barbecue area, which is an amazingspace in the summer months.” A roof- 
mounted rangehood, oversized fridge, high-quality drawerfittings and 
benchtops in Carrara marble and Caesarstone Snowcertainly complete 
the look inside. In the outdoor kitchen, an integrated barbecue and bar 
fridge continue the clean linesofthis invitingspace.Rl 
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Project particulars 

This project was designed by: 

Melbourne Contemporary Kitchens 
Tel: C033 9822 6699 

E mail: info@melbournecontempororijkitchens.com 
Web: meibournecontempororLjkitchens.com 

Kitchen 

Cabinetry and panels Shaker style, 
two-pack Lexiccn 

Internal hardware Blum Intivc 
Benchtop Carrara marble and Caesarstcne Sncw 
Splashback Carrara marble mosaic tiles 
Kickboards Two-pack Lexicon 
Oven Fagor twin multifunction/steam 
Cooktop/hotplate Fagor induction 
Rangehood/canopy Schweigen 1200mm in ceiling 
Sink Undermount 
Barbecue Electrolux 
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PROJECT DESIGNLINE KITCHENS &iATHROOM 


The result of this renovation 
is a modern industrial 
kitohen that introduoes light 
and a sense of spaoe to this 
home’s living area 










Sleek finishes and industrial accents add a light and 
spacious quality to this newopen-plan livingspace 


INLINE KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Words Karsha Green Photography Eliot Cohen 

T he owners of this kitchen, which was 
a dark, closed-off and claustrophobic 
space, approached Designline 
Kitchens & Bathrooms with a brief 
foralight-blled,open-plan livingarea. “The aim 
of this renovation was to open up the original 
darkand dingy kitchen and make itapart 
of the living space,” explains Carla Waghorn, 
designer at Designline Kitchens & Bathrooms. 
“Walls were removed inorderto achieve this so 
we had to include a support beam that we clad 
in thick brushbox hardwood and fitted with 
nuts and bolts. This timber element is one of 
the modern industrial features of the kitchen 
that’s in keeping with the re-design of the 
whole home.” 

While defining 
the kitchen area, 
the lightness and 
complementingfeatures 
of the new space mean 
the bulkhead doesn’t 
deterfrom the desired 
open-plan design 

Removingwalls is neveran easytaskand 
the structural concerns of supportingthe 
concrete slab above had to be addressed. 
Although the vertical beam was left exposed, 
Carlaandthe Designlineteam recommended 
reducingthe ceiling height to create a bulkhead 
and camouflagingthe horizontal beams. 

Instead of just beingan ordinary bulkhead. 
Designline cleverly painted the rim in black 
to complement the 6omm stone benchtop 
and create a feature of the structural element. 
While def ningthe kitchen area,the lightness 
andcomplementingfeaturesofthe newspace 
mean the bulkhead doesn’t deterfrom the 
desired open-plan design. 

The new industrial-themed interior was 
continued throughout the kitchen with a 
pressed-metal panel applied to the front of 
the island bench. White subway tiles in a brick 
pattern formed the work station’s splashback, 
while astunningcircularrangehood canopy 
and stainless-steel appliances added a 
metallictouch. 

Of the end result, Carla says, “We’re really 
pleased and chuffed with howthe kitchen 
turned out and are excited to announce that 
it was a NSW f nalist forthe Small Kitchen 
Award atthe Kitchen and Bathroom Designers 
Institute (KBDi) Designers Awards 2014.” 
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DESIGNLINE KITCHENS&BATHRQQMS 


PROJECT, 


bulkhead is a clever st 
;ure making a statemer 
jndy new kitchen area 
ling frcm the cpen-plar 




DESIGNLINE KITCHENS&BATHROOMS GSiasi 




A specific requirement from the homeowners was 
the need for plenty of storage. Minimal, satin-finish 
cabinetry wraps around the kitchen interior and is 
complemented by elegant long handles 









LEGEND 

1 Cabinet 

2 Refrigerator 

3 Pantry 

4 Bin cabinet 

5 Sink cabinet 


6 Dishwasher 

7 Blind corner cabinet 

8 Top lift cabinet 

9 Cook top 

10 Drawer cabinet 


Project particulars 


This project was designed by: 

Designline Kitchens Si Bathrooms 

1/109 Fairford Road, Padstow NSW 
Tel 02 9772 1067 

Email 

infodidesignlinekitchens-bathrooms.com 
Web designlinekitchens-bathrooms.com 

This project was built by: 

Designline Kitchens Si Bathrooms 
Licence number 191711C 


KITCHEN 

Cabinet doors Si panels Dulux Heifer satin 
finish pciyurethane 
Kickboards Brushed aluminium 
Mouldings Pressed-metal bar back 
Internal hardware Blum 
Benchtop Silestone Nuit Bleue 60mm 
mitred pencil edge 
Splashback White subway tiles 
Flooring Timber-Icck pcrcelain tiles 
Lighting Ceiling dcwnlights 


Oven Smeg 
Cooktop Smeg 
Rangehood/canopy Smeg 
Dishwasher Askc 
Refrigerator Fisher R Paykel 
Sink Sterling Quattro undermount 
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Products and services vital to any home renovation 
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FEATURE 


WINDOW TREATMENTS) 
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WINDOWTREATMENTS 


FEATURE 



KNOW HOW 

This issue, Jenny Brown from Luxaflex tells Home 
Renovation all there is to know about window treatments 


Edited bu Karsha Green 

What is a window treatment? 

Windowtreatments, including blinds, shutters 
and awnings, can help control the light, privacy 
and heat inyour home, as well as contribute 
to the overall lookand feel, with colour and 
functionality all coming into play. There 
i s a p rod u ct f o r e ve ry req u i re m e n t so i t’s 
important to doyour research and seekexpert 
consultation before buyingsomethingyou 
might change your mind about later. 

Are there certain treatments that should 
be applied on the inside of your window 
and others on the outside? 

Although some windowtreatments will 
suitthe inside ofahome morethanthe 
outside,generally homeowners have similar 
requirements for both. Light, glare, heat and 
UV rays, privacy, and maximising outdoor areas 
despite the elements are just some of the factors 
that come intoconsideration. 

What are the characteristics of interior 
window treatments compared to those 
suitable for exterior use? 


Generally, most window coverings for inside the 
home are unsuitableforoutdoorconditions. 
Soft shades, roller blinds and otherfabric blinds 
are designed for indoorwindows. Fabrics used 
on awnings, as well as shutters designed for 
outdoors, can typically withstand harsh weather 
conditions, including sun, heat and, in some 
instances, rain. 

How do you determine what is more 
suitable for a particular window? 

Yourchoice of window coveringis not only 
dependent on personal style, but also the 
functionality of the blind. Some windowfashion 
solutions are more energy efficient than others, 
while some are designed specifically with light 
and privacyin mind. 

The style of your home, and the size and 
height ofyourwindows,will also determine 
what window covering is most suitable. This will 
dictate which ope rating system is suitable. Tall 
windows may require motorisation, whereas 
with windowfashion solutions at height level, 
you could opt fora manual system such as 
Luxaflex’sLiteRise or Ultraglide. 
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How important is it to utilise window treatments in your home? 
What are the benefits and does this vary depending on the type 
of treatment you use? 

Windowtreatments are an important factor in terms of the lookand feel 
ofyourhome,aswellas offeringdifferentfunctional benefits depending 
onyourneeds. 


• Consideringthat up to 87 percent of a home’s heat gain in 
summer is through the windows, there are substantial long-term 
savingstobemade bytheeffectiveuseofinternalenergy- 
efficientwindowcoverings. Combine those with awnings on the 
exterior ofyour home for even greater energy efficiency. 

• Duette Architella Menage shades are the most energy-efficient 
blinds on the Australian market. They have the ability to reduce 
heat transfer through a window and save on an average home’s 
heati ng costs by u p to 49 per ce nt. 

• There are multiplewindowfashionsolutionsthat provide 
privacy (from the outside lookingin) whilestill allowingthe 
homeowner an uninterrupted viewto the outside. 

• For high-humidity areas such as kitchens or bathrooms, Luxaflex 
Newstyle Polyresin shutters will not blister, peel, flake, corrode or 
fade even under intense sunlight or exposure to water. 

For summer, what should homeowners be doing to protect their 
homes from harsh UV rays? 

Luxaflex Window Fashions has multiple products and fabrics suited to 
protectingthe home (and furniture) from harmful UV rays, includingthose 
which allow light in (and vision out) to brighten a room, while reducing UV 
radiation and heattransference. 

Luxaflex Pirouette shadings, forexample, have soft horizontal fabric 
vanes attached to a single sheer backing, allowingfor enhanced views to 
the outside and the full beautyofthe fabric appearance on the inside. The 
sheer backingalso reducesglare and filters harmful UV rays. Other options 
to reduce UV rays and reduce heattransference are external sunscreens or 
straight-drop awnings. 

For more information, visitluxaflex.com.au 
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MY SPACE 

Many areas of a home are restricted by 
architectural orthoroughfare requirements, 
but the bedroom is the one place where 
you can really be creative and embraceyour 
personal style 
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Alex Perry for Linen 
House, linenhouse.com 
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Words April Ossineton 


A private sanctuary to relaxand unwind, 
the bedroom is the one spaceyou can 
really callyourown.Unlessyou live in 
a remote location, these days space 


is at a premium so making sure you 
have sufficient bedroom storage is 
very important. “Your bedroom layout 
should not only work functionally but 
be a visual feast when you wal k i n,” says 


Linda Delaney of North Shore Interiors, 
“one where you notice the artwork, 
gorgeous bed linen and colours of the 
room ratherthan wardrobes, a stark wa 
or chest of drawers.” 
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FEATURE 


BEDROOM DESIGN AND STORAGE 


LAYOUT 

“I can’ttellyou how many times I walk into a 
room that has the bed in an awkward area, 
leaving little free space orflow around the 
room,” says Linda,who suggests allowing a 


minimum ofSoomm around all sides of the 
bed. “Of equal importances me in creating 
a harmonious bed space is creatingafocal 
point whenyou first walk in the room,”she 
adds. With a spectacularview beingthe 
obvious first choice, other suggestions include 
a bedhead,fireplace, artwork or bed linen. 


“Windowtreatments such as curtains or blinds 
should never be a point of focus. They should 
complement, but not dominate.” 

lbs agood idea to measure and map out 
your bedroom before you go shoppingfor 
new pieces. If space is an issue, make sure you 
have enough room for a bed, wardrobe and 
one side table at least. “If there is space left 



over, you can hll inthegapswith otherfurniture 
and decorative items,” says Linda. “Once you 
have mapped outthelayouptake a Walk’ in 
your room and mentally step through all the 
bedroom actionsyou will carry outgoing 
forward.” With regard to storage, make sure you 
can comfortably open doors and gettoyour 
belongings easily. 


MEASUREMENT GUIDE 

Bed: 

Double: 1370 x 1870mm 
Queen: 1530 x 2020mm 
King: 1830 x 2030mm 
Single: 920 x 187mm 
King single: 1060 x 2030mm 


BEDSIDE TABLE: 

Small: 450 x 450mm 
Medium: 500 x 500mm 
Large: 600 x 600mm 


I 

I 


BUILT-IN WARDROBE: 

Hinged doors: 600mm deep 
Sliding doors: 700mm 
Stand-alone armoire: up to 
800mm deep 


FOOT STOOL: 

350-400 X 1500-1600mm 


ARMCHAIR: 

600-750 X 700-800mm 
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FEATURE 


BEDROOM DESIGN AND STORAGE 


Lighting 

Bedroom lightinggenerallyfits into three categories: 

• Generai — overhead intheform of ceiiingor pendant iights 

• Task — iightingfor reading over a side tabie, desk, chair or inside cupboards 

• Accent — used to accentuate artworks or focai points 

For both generai and task iighting, think about where you wiii bewaikingand 
conductinggenerai activities. If space is an issue, Lindasuggests hanging 
pendant lights over bedside tables. “This will create a less cluttered look and 
anairof romance. Anotherclean-line,space-savingtechniqueisto use wall- 
mounted lights,” she adds. 




Flooring 

As it’sthe placeyouare most likelyto walk 
barefoot and least likelyto spill food, the 
bedroom is ideal for all overcarpetingand it 
simply feels more comfortable. “Natural fibres 
like wool are always agood bet, though eco- 
options such as eco+ Soft to Touch by Godrey 


HirstGarpets, made from natural corn sugar, are 
alternatives worth considering” says Linda. To 
add that finishingtouch to a room, Linda suggests 
addinganareaorthrow rug especially if the room 
is not carpeted. “In an ideal world, the bed is either 
entirely on oroff the rug but as longas about 
three-quarters of the rug is underthe bed, it’s 


okay,” says Linda. Throw rugs can helpdivideyour 
bedroom into zones. Forexample,asmall rug 
teamed with a bench at the foot of the bed can 
create a nice seating area. “Placed on each side of 
the bed, athrow rug in asoft pile makes 
a luxurious landing pad. To add more texture, layer 
smaller rugs over larger area rugs,” adds Linda. 
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FEATURE 


BEDROOM DESIGN AND STORAGE 


STYLE 

While the style of your bedroom will come 
down to personal taste, it doesn’t hurt to get a 
little inspiration from the latest trends. Rather 
than recreatinga particular look to a tee, 
incorporatingfavourite bits and pieces from 
different styles will help make the spaceyour 
own and avoid it dating quickly. “Thisyear has 
seen an explosion of metals of all colours and 
finishes — the worn and the corroded, and 
textures that come from deep i n the forest, 
desert,jungle,cityand pagesfrom history,” 
says Linda. “Design houses are experimenting 
with cracked, crumpled and crushed textures; 
geological textural references; powdery, peach 
skin and flakingsurfaces; woven, knitted and 
tapestry textu res; and for hard prod uct su rfaces: 
molten, eroded and oxidised effects as well as 
hammered, stamped and chiselled techniques.” 

2 Mongolian Lamb benoh by 
Jonathan Adler. Available at Coco 
Republic, oooorepublio.oom.au 


2 


3 Nugget stool from 

Coco Republic. 

oooorepublio.oom.au 





1 Sagredo fabrio from the 
Rubelli Venezia oolleotion 
at Donghia. Available at 

South Pacific Fabrics. 

southpaoifiofabrios.oom 


4 Mushroom mirror in 
Mayan Gold from Porta 
Romana. Available at 

South Pacific Fabrics. 

southpaoifiofabrios.oom 
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FEATURE 


BEDROOM DESIGN AND STORAGE 


A PLACE FOR 

EVERYTHING... 

NowthatyouVe designed your perfect 
space, don’t let your belongings take 
centre stage 



1 Available in more neutral colours or yellow 
(pictured here), the Botkyrka wall shelf from 
IKEA can be installed above your bed as an 
alternative to the bedside table, ikea.com/au 


3 If space is an issue, ycu’re better cff buying pieces 
that are multi-purpcse. The Serenade storage bed frcm 
King Furniture is perfect for hcusing seascnal items, 
blankets and cushicns. Designed by the ccmpany’s in- 
hcuse design team, the bed features a Sealy King Flex 
Pcsturepedic mattress, kingfurniture.ccm.au 


2 The Mels bedside table frcm Satara Australia 
features natural timbers and streng tapered iren 
legs, satara.ccm.au 
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FEATURE 


[BEDROOM DESIGN AND STORAGE 



7 


<Wj‘ 



7 Chic and simple, the Fermo shoe cabinet frcm 
BoConcept will ccnceal ycur shces frcm sight and 
prctect them frcm dust and mculd. 
bcccncept.ccm/en-au 


6 DME HiFi cffers inncvative audic and visual 
equipment and scluticns. With the ability to ccnceal 
ycur televisicn frcm sight when net in use, this bed- 
end TV unit was custom-built by a sub-ccntracted 
jciner. dmehifi.ccm.au 



8 Ideal for smaller spaces due to its sliding deers, the Pax wardrebe frcm IKEA can be fitted with intericr 
erganisers frcm the Kcmplement series including wire baskets, treuser hangers and pull-cut trays with jewellery 
cempartments. ikea.ccm/au 


J 



10 Available in a range cf cenfiguratiens, 
the Backstage wardrebe by B&B Italia 
can incerperate shelves, cicthes racks, 
a chest cf drawers, accessary trays 
and a shirt cempartment grid. Additicnal 


accesscries can be pcsiticned cn the 
deer including accesscry trays, a belt 
and jewellery hclder cr an adjustable 
mirrer. Available at Space Furniture. 
spacefurniture.ccm.au 


9 This French-inspired bed etteman blanket bex 
frcm Lavender Hill Interiors is uphclstered in natural 
cr charccal-ccicured pure linen. Available in king 
cr queen size, this item is perfect for storing an 
unused blanket cr quilt during the warmer weather. 
Iavenderhillintericrs.ccm.au 
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HANDY HINTS 


ONLINETOOL^ 


AN APP 
FOR THAT 

Inspire your renovation 
dreams with this set of 
handy apps 




Words Tom Lockley 

R ecentlythe numberof home design 
and lifestyle apps has grown, allow! ng 
renovators and designers the ability 
to measure, style and virtually 
build rooms and houses. Here is a selection we 
thought may prove to be useful in 
your renovation. 

Live Brighter app — free 

Never second-guessyour lighting choices again 
with this handy app from Beacon Lighting. With 
the Live Brighter Appyou simply take a photo 
of the roomyou are wishingto style, browse 
through Beacon’s product range and see how 
a particular design or colouryou like will look in 
your home. It is a great visualisation tool without 
havingto leave your house. 
beacon I igh ting, com.au/live-brigh ter-app 
Avaiiabie on Android and Appie 

ID Wood - $4.99 

Have you ever spotted your dream timberfloor 
in a restaurant or retail store and not known 
what it is? ID Wood isyour pocket guide to 
woods from around the world,with full screen 
samples and detailed information of more than 
200 different timbers. Browse samples and 
names for quick identification, helpingyou find 
the perfect wood to suit you r style and taste. 
doubiedogstudios.com/apps/idwood 
Avaiiabie on Appie 

Dulux Colour — free 

Have you ever seen a beautiful vibrant colour 
and thought it would lookfantastic inyour 
home,yetyou cannot describe it beyond 
the basics? Dulux Colour app eliminates this 
frustration with the ability to recognise and 
store colours. The app comes with 4500 inbuilt 
colours to helpyou pinpointthe exact hue 
you want, as well as showyou examples of how 
colour has been used in other homes. Forthose 
who are keen to paintyet lackinga creative drive, 
it also includes expert opinion and colourtrend 
sections, duiux.com.au/coiour/coiour-app 
AvailableonApple 

Photo Measures — $6.99 

Photo Measures is the perfect app to helpyou 
save and share measures and dimensions on 
yourown photos. Whetheryou are an interior 
designer, a real estate agent, a contractor or an 
avid home renovator or decorator, the Photo 
Measures app makes it easy to rememberthe 
exact layout and dimensions ofyour home. 
Wheneveryou need to save dimensions orwrite 
down an important detail. Photo Measures will 
helpyou to be more efficient and accurate. 
bigbiuepixei.com/photo-measures 
Available on Android and Apple 


Helpful websites 

AutoDesk HomeStyier 
The HomeStylerwebsite features a massive 
online catalogue of furnishings, flooring, home 
designsand lightingstylesand combines itwith 
avirtualonline3D home builderthat lets you 
create and furnish the house ofyour dreams. 
Onceyourdream house is designed you can 
printyour plans, including measurements and 
product specifications to assistyouwithyour 
renovations. All products shown are linked 
to their parent websites and available for 
p u rc h ase o n I i n e. homestyier.com/designer 



Monier CoiourTouch 

Choosingthe right colours foryour new home 
can seem likeadauntingtask,but with the help 
of CoiourTouch, the selection process is much 
easier. You can select roof tiles, bricks, fascia, 
gutteptrim and other features and place them 
on a mock house to visualise whatyourchoices 
will look like. Ifyou don’t like ashape orcolour, 
just swap it for another until you find the 
combination that suitsyour home best. 
monier.com.au/Research/DesignToois/ 
CoiourTouch/ 
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1 TIMBER SURFACES 


HANDY HINTS 



NATURAL 

INTENTIONS 


Letyourtimbersurfaces shine allyear 
round with these four easy-to-follow tips 



Words Tom Lockleu 


I : 


■imberfloorscan be a beautiful 
investment butthey need to 
be protected against moisture 
damage and wear and tear to 
maintain their natural beauty,” says Clinton 
Skeoch from Boral Timber. “Once atimberfloor 
is installed, it’s important that it is looked after 
sothatthe surface ofthetimber is preserved.” 
Ifyouareeagertoinstalltimberinyourhome 
but aren’t sure howto effectively maintain it, 
here is some handy expert advice to ease your 
maintenanceworries. 


Applying a finish 

It is important to choose a reliable multi-purpose 
timberfinish to help maintain both soft and 
hardwood surfaces. Lookforone that is non- 
toxic, easy to apply, easy to clean and will protect 
surfaces exposed to high moisture levels. 


Added protection 

It is always betterto prevent damage to timber 
than repair it. “Use mats, small rugs and hall 
runnerstoheipcollectdirtthat might otherwise 
scratch the floor’s surface,” suggests Clinton. 
Protectthewooden surfaces from direct sunlight 
and move rugs around periodically to prevent 
darker and lighter patches from forming. Keep 
pets’clawstrimmedto minimise marks in timber 
surfaces and if you have a cat, a scratching post 
will stop it scratchingyourfurniture and timber. 

Cieaniiness 

Regularly clean high-traffic areas using either a 
vacuum with a soft bristle head or an electrostatic 
mop. Wipe up spills immediately with adry 
cloth or papertowel to prevent stainingand 
rememberthatusingtoo much water can 
result in discolouration beneath the surface or 
warpingand cupping of the wood. Afloor cleaner 
specificallyfortimbershould beusedtoavoid 


damagingthe surface seal. Do not use detergents, 
polish, steel wool pads, waxorsimilar products as 
these might damage the surface. 

Maintenance 

“Interiortimber benefits from regular care to 
maintain colourdepth and clarity, and to avoid 
damage from sunlight, indoor heatingand 
coolingsystems, knocks and spills,” explains the 
team at Sikkens. It is agood idea to brush the 
entire wooden surface with a soft broom once a 
month — this keepsyourtimber clean and also 
buffs the surface and prevents scratches. Adding 
protective pads to furniture is agood idea as you 
will be able to move pieces around easily without 
scuffingor leaving ugly scratches. 

For more information on Sikkens wood products, 
visitsikkens.com 

For more information on Boral timber, visit 
boral.com.au 
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NEW 


home 

INSPIRE 


The latest home eye-candy 
at your fingertips 

The latest eye-candy at your fingertips, 
homelNSPIRE is a digital magazine dedicated 
to showcasing inspiring images, projects and 
ideas for your home. With new ideas and 
access to the best articles of the last year, 
homelNSPIRE is perfect inspiration. 



Downtoad on the 

V AppStore 


AvaStabJe on 

Google play 
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RENO DOCTOR 


PLANET ARK 




WOOD 

WORK 

Chris Philpot, Planet Ark’s 
Make It Wood campaign 
manager, discusses his 
experience in renovating 
his kitchen window and the 
benefits he discovered 


A s achild I always liked playingwith 
wooden toys, and through my 
work I have seen many beautiful 
examples of the use of wood. There’s 
no doubtthat wood is naturally attractive and 
aesthetically pleasing. It’s available in a large 
range of colours and tones, grains and textures 
and each piece is unique. However, it wasn’t until 
recently when I began my own renovation that I 
came to fully appreciate wood’s true versatility. 
Wood can be used for renovatingall parts of the 
homeincludingfloorboards, banisters, decking 
and furniture. My renovation project used raw, 
untreated, FSC-certified timber in a large bi-fold 
kitchen window. 


As a father of a two-year-old, I recently saw 
the need to create more space and light inside 
my two-bedroom harbour-side apartment 
in Fairlight. Unfortunately, with only asmall 
courtyard garden at the rear of the block, it 
wasn’t possible to extend my kitchen without 
losingvaluableoutdoorspace. My next option 
was to bringthe outdoors in byopeningupthe 
wall with a beautiful bi-fold window overthe 
kitchen benchtop to create a servery area. By 
doingthisican nowcookin my kitchen while 
keepingawatchfuleyeon my toddler playing 
inthegarden.lfollowedanumberof steps 
throughoutthe projectand myfamilyand I are 
thrilled with the result. 
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PLANET ARK 


RENO DOCTOR 


Stage 1 — Choose your material 

Naturally, I decided on wood for my window 
frames. Other options were aluminium or plastic 
but I decided on wood because it looks great, 
feels warm to touch and is durable. It is also 
the only renewable building material we have 
available so from an environmental perspective 
ittickedalot of boxes. 

Stage 2 — Source wood responsibly 
As the managerof Planet Ark's Make It Wood 
campaign. I'm very aware of the importance 
of choosing wood from responsibly managed 
forests when it comes to sourcing wood 
products. Howdoyou knowthewood has been 
sourced responsibly? There are different types 
ofwood certification, so howdoyou know 
what to lookfor? 

Planet Ark believes the FSC label is currently 
the strongest wood certification scheme available 
in Australia. Choosing wood and paper products 
with this logo meansyou can have a high degree 
of confidence thatthe productyou purchase 
has come from well-managed forests, has post- 
consumer recycled fibre,and/or excludes any 
material from highly contentious sources such as 
illegal wood, wood from forests being converted 
to plantations, or wood from areas where high- 
conservation-value forests are threatened. 

Stage 3 — Built to measure 
Aftera little research and a phone call to FSC 
Australia, I discovered a couple of suppliers of 
FSC-certified windows and placed my order. 
Then I waited with anticipation while my window 
was manufactured to the specifications my 
builderprovided. 



Stage 4 — Demolition time 

Once the window was ready for delivery, it was 
time to start knockingdown the rear wall to make 
space for installation. You can either use a builder 
todothisoryoucoulddoityourseIf.Asabusydad, 
I decided to payan experttogetthe job done. 
Stage 5 — Installation 
Nowthisistheexcitingstage. Will it work? Will it 
fit? Is it the best option? Will it match? Did I choose 
the right colour? This is where your preparation 
comes in andyou get to see the final result. 

Stage 6 — Appreciate the beauty 
Now that my project is complete, I really 
appreciate the benefit of the renovation every 
day. It's not all about looks, though. Choosing 
responsibly sourced wood over more carbon- 
intensive building materials can effectively help 
to tackle climate change. In my case, a wooden 
windowframe was used to replace other, more 
energy-intensive materials like steefaluminium 
or plastic. These materials take a lot of energy to 
manufacture and release carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere, contributingto climate change. 

On the other hand, wood isthe only building 
material made from the sun's energy. It stores 
carbon that the tree has absorbed during its 
growth. Usingwood ensuresthis carbon is 
retained in the windowframe, ratherthan being in 
the atmosphere contributingto climate change. 

My projectwasasimple renovation compared 
to many. But I realised duringthis process that 
thebenehts of using responsibly sourced wood 
hold true in all projects — whether bigorsmall, 
with atightorgenerous budget. 

For more information, visit maCe/tiA/oodorg 
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PRODUCT PROFILE 


HITACHI SAW 1 



REVOLUTIONARY 

POWER 



The Hitachi cordless circular 
saw is a compact, lightweight 
tool handy for home 
improvements 

H itachi is known for its uniquely 

functional designs, its commitment 
to safety and its high-quality power 
tools.TheCiSDBLcircularsaw 
includes all the cleverfeatures Hitachi is known 
for, such as soft start to reduce kick back on 
start up, and electric brake for increased safety. 
Ambidextrous safety switch and light switch are 
integrated into one leverand through aclever 
design, Hitachi has built in rubber buffers to 
protect the motor housingfrom damage and 
foreasystandingwhile changing blades. 

Another unique innovation of the C18DBL 
circularsawisthe ingenious rotation speed 
changeoverfunction,which allows dual mode 
settings. The silent mode setting reduces the 
max motor RPM, enabling efficient work with 
less noise, and when the load increases during 
Silent mode, the tool will automatically switch 
overto Power mode and revert backto Silent 
mode when the load decreases. As well as this, 
Hitachi has utilised an overload protection that 
cuts offthe powertothe motorin the event 
of overloading the motor or a conspicuous 
reduction in rotational speed duringoperation. 
This improves safety forthe user, plus protects 
the motorand battery from damage. 

Weighing in at only 2.5kg, the Cl 8DBL manages 
to achieve a 47mm cut depth from its 125mm 
blade. The lightweight cordless saw is 30 per 
cent more energy-efficient than conventional 
models, allowing it to achieve a whopping50o 
cuts from a single battery charge. The Hitachi 
C18DBL comes standard with two high-quality 
blades and awrench. Hitachi is so confident with 
its product that it comes standard with a three- 
year warranty forthat added peace of mind. 151 


For more information, visit 
hitachi-powertools.com.au 
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( HITACHI SAW 
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Vertically mounted terracotta 
roof tiles give a contemporary, 
architectural feel to a traditional 
Australian roof 




MONIERTERRACOTTAROOFTILES 


PRODUCT PROFILE 



VERSA-TILE 

IfyouVe building or renovating, you 
can’t go past the ultimate roofing 
material: terracotta 






Their colour never facies as it is baked 
onto the surface of the natural clay, giving 
it qualities like no other roofing material 


T erracotta roof tiles are a timeless classic and have been used 
forthousands of years as brilliant roofingsolutions.They 
are naturally sourced from the earth, and come in a range of 
beautifully impressive colours that will stand the test of time. 
Instantly recognisable, terracotta roof tiles bringa sense of heritage and 
wealth to any home design. Reflective of the natural colour of Australian 
soil, traditional terracotta roof tiles are often the definingfeature of many 
homes. Acombination of engineering know-howand natural handcrafted 
materials meanstheyare available to homeowners at a competitive price. 

Another reason for choosingterracotta rooftiles is the authenticity of 
terracotta as a material. It is naturafgenuine and sustainable, comes from 
the earth and can be recycled. It has a warmth and beauty that many other 
roofing materiaisjust don’t possess. 

These days there is a shift towards authentic and quality products that 
are skilfully made to last. AccordingtoMichelleGisselofMonier Roofing 


“People are more conscious of the quality and origin of materialsgoing 
into their homes. They are on the lookout for products that have the finish 
embodied within them and that are maintenance-free and long- lasting.” 
These qualities are found in terracotta rooftiles.“Many people are looking 
to use traditional products and authentic materials in more contemporary 
ways,”continuesMichelle. With this resurgence in the popularity of natural 
materials, the richness of colours and textures that we can extractfrom the 
earth and be inspired byseemsalmostendless. 

Recently, terracotta rooftiles have become available in a wide choice 
of profiles and colours, which range from earthy, everyday reds and 
browns to sophisticated greys and blacksthat produce an almost slate-like 
look.Thecolours aretimeless and don’t fade underthe harsh Australian 
environment, makingthem perfect for any house. 

For more information, visitmonier.com.au 
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PRODUCT PROFILE 


CLI-MATE AIR purifiers! 


BREATHE EASY 


Available in a range of different sizes, there is 
a Cli-Mate air purifier to matoh any lifestyle 


Reduce indoor airborne contaminants and 

reinvigorate your home with an air purifier 

« 

T he new range of air purifiers from Cli-Mate reduces the 

concentrationofallergenswithinyourhousehold. All models 

contain a carbon filter, which captures and effectively reduces f, 

common household odours, cigarette odours, chemical I ij 

fumesand smoke, whilethe HEPAfilter removes 99.5 percent of particles I 

associated with allergens. For additional purification, models CLI-AP20 ■ 

and CLI-AP30 feature three filter layers, with an additional filter serving I I 

as a pre-filter, which traps dust, pet hair and large-sized particles. Cli-Mate ■ 

products have been endorsed by the National Australian Asthma Council I 

foranyonesufferingfrom asthma, hayfeverorallergies. J 

Available in various sizes, Cli-Mate air purifiers are perfect forthe I 

nightstand,homeoffice,caroranymainareaofthe house. Aswell I 

asfiltering,theCLI-APio model also doubles as an air-freshener and * 

aromatherapydiffusepwith different scents available to delicately I 

fragrance and deodorise any room. J 

While the smallest size covers an area of lom", the largest has a purifying I 

coverage area of up to asm", makingthem ideal for use at home or at I 

the office. The CLI-APio is known as the desktop airfilter as it is perfect J 

for small spaces and draws powerthrough a USB or adaptor. The handy I 

desktop airfilteroffersyou a breatherfrom dust and other pollutants. l 

Perfect for any growingfamily, the Cli-Mate air purifier range opens up ■ 

your home, making it feel fresh and clean while providing a healthy and l 

happy environment for every member of the family. Rl J 
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[ INSINKERATOR 


PRODUCT PROFILE 



SINK ABOUT IT 


There’s a smarter, cleaner way to dispose 
ofyourfood waste 

W hen the kitchen becomes the entertaining centre of 
the home,quickand convenient food waste disposal 
is integral. With food scraps quickly able to overwhelm 
thespaceyou live in both intermsof sightand smell, an 
InSinkEratorfood waste disposer offers a convenient alternative to messy 
waste bins. It disposes of unsightly food waste down the existingdrain, 
eliminatessmells,minimisesfood prepand clean uptimes, makinglife 
unquestionably easier. 

InSinkEratorfood waste disposers are atrue evolution in howwe get rid 
ofwaste.Theyquietlygrindfood without the use of blades, makingthem 
safe around children. The I nSinkErator also eliminates food leftovers in 
an environmentally responsible way. It’s estimated an average Australian 
household sends almost loookg of food waste to landfill annually, which 
accounts for more than 30 percent of all household waste. Organic food 
waste when dumped into landfill is a known contributor to the production 
of the harmful green house gas. Methane. Usingan InSinkEratorfood waste 
disposer allows food waste to be recycled through the sewerage system 
via a waste water plant where in many instances, they can convert the 
Methane gas generated into usable energy. 

While compostingisimportantforwaste management in every 
household, it is often not an option for many people living in apartments. 
Here the InSinkErator is ideal; as well as food waste, it also facilitates the 
disposal of bones, animal waste and other organic matter not appropriate 
forcompost beds. 

The InSinkEratorfood waste disposersits discretely and compactly 
within the sink cupboard and the sleek Air Switch can be incorporated into 
your benchtop,allowingforaseamless look. 



With the push of a button, 
''■food waste is oonveniently 
and hygienioally disposed 
, of down the sink - 



For more information, visitinsinkeratorcom.au 
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Expert tip 

The natural timber furniture 
complements the peachy hues of 
the marble, creating a warm and 
" invitingatmosphere 
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ATTARD’SKITCHENS&CABINETRY 


COMPANY PROFILE 



A TIMELESS CLASSIC 

Revamp your kitchen to create a stunning space in which you1l want to cook 


T he kitchen is often the selling point of a house — and for good 
reason. It's the place where we gathertoprepare nneals, nourish 
our loved ones, experinnent with recipes and have afternoon tea 
and acatch-up with friends. Ifyour kitchen islookingoutdatedor 
a bit lacklustre, a renovation, bigorsnnall, nnay have a profound effect. 

Michael Attard,of Attard's Kitchens and Cabinetry, has been designing 
and nnanufacturing kitchens and cabinets for nnore than 25 years. And when 
itconnesto kitchen rennodellingyoucan rest assured that his expertise will 
provide asuperior level ofqualitydelivered in atinnelynnanner. 

Here, Attard's Kitchens and Cabinetry has beautifully remodelled a 
kitchen. Marble was used on the benchtop and splashbackfor a consistent 


and luxuriouseffect.The hand-painted and routered doors, on the other 
hand, add a bespoke quality. 

The clever cabinetry design and quality craftsmanship allow appliances 
to blend in seamlessly and not be outshone by the latest Miele cooktop, 
microwave and integrated dishwasher, Westinghouse fridge and Sirius 
rangehood. Attard's Kitchens and Cabinetry has created a kitchen its 
clients will neverwantto leave. fn 


For more information, visitattards.com.au 
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E-BOOK^ 

Available now 


An introduction to basic interior 
design elements and principles to 
achieve superior results. 

Written by Kate St James, FDIA 




Download on the 

App Store 


Available on 

^ Google play 
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BY KATE ST JAMES, FDIA 


TO EXPERIENCE GOOD DESIGN 


06 WHAT DO YOU WANT 
TO ACHIEVE? 


COLOUR 


FINISHING TOUCHES 


BALANCE ^ 

Balance refers to the distribution of visual 
weight in a room. There are three styles 
of balance; symmetrical, asymmetrical 
and radial. 

Symmetrical balance is most often '■ ■ 

similar objects being placed in the same 

_ '^'■W\ 
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LOUTSIDE SQUARE 


COMPANY PROFILE 


THINK OUTSIDE THE SQUARE 


To create a modern, 
functional family kitchen, 
you need an experienced 
team who know howto put 
the “style” into your lifestyle 

T he clients’ requestforthe space was 

simple: a family-friendly, open-plan living 
areathat utilised the outdoorviewand 
integrated the laundry into the kitchen. 
The space was designed to embrace all these 
ideals while providingthe client with afunctional 
and visuallystunning interior to complement the 
home’s beautiful surroundings. 

The “multi-purpose wall of function” was 
created to conceal the laundry, pantry and fridge. 
The hidden laundry provides direct access to the 
clothes line,also situated on the same level, while 




the open-plan design enables the kitchen to be 
more centralised and embrace the view of the 
reserve.The kitchen layout and adjoiningtable 
enables the client to monitor children during 
playand homeworktime while carryingout 
dailytasks. 

The kitchen’s seamless design includes an 
undermount sink that complements the detail 
of the island rangehood and integrated dual 
Fisher 8<Paykel DishDrawerstocompletethe 
holistic design ofthe kitchen. The custom- 
made rangehood was designed as a focal point, 
incorporating hidden taskand mood lightingto 
complement the busy nature ofthe household. 


Adjacentwindowsallowforagenerous amount 
ofnaturallightso that minimal additional lighting 
is required fordaily tasks. 

Storage facilities incorporated throughout the 
design minimise the work load for the family and 
provide enough space to prevent the kitchen 
feelingcramped. The natural timberflooring 
and stone benchtop connectthe interiorof the 
hometothe natural surroundings, while creating 
a cleanerandeasier-to-maintain food areathat 
is ideal with children around. 

This multi-functional areaallows many usersto 
comfortablywork simultaneously without getting 
in each other’s way. The whole space is about 


meldingfunction and design to perfectly address 
the clients’ brief and lifestyle. The design is visually 
well balanced, practical and harmonious,and 
based on the clients’ compliments, has surpassed 
theirwishes. 

With more than 2oyears’ experience in the 
buildingindustry,AngelaGianakis received a 
clean sweep of awards for various kitchen designs 
includingthe 2014 KBDi Kitchen Designerof the 
Year (SA) and 2014 HIA Bathroom Design ofthe 
Year (SA). Outside Square is the ideal design team 
to suit any home or lifestyle. 

For more information, visit outsidesquare.com.au 
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THORNTHWAITE 


PRODUCT PROFILE 


THE FUTURE OF SHOWERING 


A ustralians love early-20th-century houses for their character 
and space, but often look to contemporary style to make an 
older home a modern and luxurious space. That is particularly 
true in the bathroom and kitchen. 

Blendingthe old with the new is easy with the Mira Platinum digital 
shower. The clean lines of Mira Platinum and its ability to allowfor 
flexibility in installation make it an unobtrusive yet stylish option for 
modernisingyour bathroom’s design. 

Wireless controllers replace conventional taps and enableyou to 
simply set the temperature and pressure you prefer foryour shower. Your 
wireless controller also features a digital clock to help you stay on time, as 
well as program warm-up and eco modes. 

Easy to install, the wireless controllers work with a digital mixer unit that 
is placed discreetly out of sight in a cupboard, vanity or ceiling cavity up to 
lom away. The optional Mira 360m showerhead provides 
a luxurious shower featuring four modes: Storm, Burst, Rain and Cloud. 
Changing modes is as easy as flipping the showerhead. 

Whetheryour bathroom is a sleek, contemporary design or a blend 
of old and new, Mira Platinum's innovative features ensure you have 
a modern shower that looks as good as it feels. 



For more information, visit mirashowers.com.au ^ 
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NSW DW TILES, 17 Everley Road, Chester Hill, NSW 2162, +61 2 9743 8122, office@dwtiles.com.au - www.dwtiles.com.au 
QLD UPTILES, 104 Gympie Road, Strathpine, OLD 4500, +61 7 3881 0116, imports@uptiles.net - www.uptiles.net 
VIC VOU\RE CONCEPTS, 1 /3 Sharon Court, Geelong, VIC 321 5, +61 3 5278 7988, wholesale@volare.com.au - www.volare.com.au 




MARVEL 

^^PRO 

ETERNAL BEAUTY FROM ITALY 


ACT VOL^RE CONCEPTS, 1/78 Hoskins Street, Mitchell ACT 2911, +61 2 6162 3747, sales@volarecanberra.com.au - www.volare.com.au 
WA TREND CERAMICS, 98 Hector Street, Osborne Park WA 6017, +61 8 9445 1466, trend@trendceramics.com.au - www.trendceramics.com.au 
SA NEWTON CERAMIC, 683 Lower North East Road, Paradise SA 5075, +61 8 8365 1 1 33, admin@newtonceramic.com.au - www.newtonceramic.com.au 


GENERAL INFO 

EUROPACIFIC TILES, +61 419 756575, mauro@europacifictiles.com WWW.atlaSCOnCOrde.COITl 
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PRODUCT PROFILE 


EVOLUTION FLOORS 



alternatives to hardwoods has taken pressure 
off the deforestation for real tinnberfloors. This 
step towards forest sustainability for the future is 
sonnethingProline Floors takes pride in. The rich 
character and depth of Australian tinnber is why it is 
so highly sought after as a flooring option. 

Proline's Evolution range of lanninate flooring 
ennbodiesthe latest technologies to notonly 
presentas real tinnber, butto ensure practicality 
and durability, with wear warranty up to 25 years. 
Matching the elennentsof natural tinnber. Evolution 
flooringhas natural colourvariation throughoutthe 
individual boards, creating visual depth and texture. 
This is carried through to the different designs 
nnodelled off Australian tinnber species such as 
blackbutt, NSW and Qld spotted gunns,Tasnnanian 
oakandthe newlyadded brushbox. The flooring 
also utilisesaquashieldtechnologyto protect it 
fronn water dannage above and below the floor’s 
surface for up to 60 hours — sonnething that 
traditional lanninates cannot endure. 



different decors. Each design is nnanufactured 
with a superior melannine surface finish that 
helps the floors resist scratches and nnarks and 
also helps retain their natural look under lighting. 

The addition of alum ini unn oxide also provides 
the floors with an extra layer of protection against 
scratching.The artistry and usability ofthe Evolution 
floor range is evidence of Proline Eloors’ 50 years 
of experience in flooringsolutions. Proline Eloors 
has products available in more than 300 stores 
throughout Australia. fSl 

For more information visit evoiutionfioors.com.au 


This Australian-style timber laminate provides a solid 
starting pointfor interior styling 


C reatingsustainable, affordable and 
realisticflooringsolutions isthe 
philosophy that drives the innovation 
behind Australian business Proline 
Eloors,a leader in creatingtimberflooring 
alternatives. The increased market demand for 


With the use of timber flooring becoming 
increasingly prevalent in contemporary interiors, 
the need for aesthetic diversity is a must. Evolution 
floorsare produced in 8mmtwostripori2mmgloss 
finishes — both unique in style and adaptable to 


PERFECT MATCH 
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Mira digital shower mixers are engineered to provide precise 
control that gets the temperature right first time, every tim^. 
You’ll have a consistent temperature for your shower even if 

someone is showering or using taps elsewhere in your home. 
, ^ . 
Now that's thoughtful technology as individual as you are. 
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CALL NOW 1300 303 414 
(QUOTE C/RE10.4) 
OR 

ORDER NOW 
IN THREE EASY STEPS! 


STEP 1: SUBSCRIBE ME 


Four-issue subscription to Home 
Renovation 

+ Best Homes #2 magazine 

FOR ONLY $45 (incl. postage) 


STEP 2: MY DETAILS 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms First name: 


Surname: 


Address: 


Suburb: 


Daytime telephone: ( ) 

Email: 


STEP 3; PAYMENT OPTIONS 


Cheque/money order for AU$ 

(Please make cheques payable to Universal Magazines Pty Ltd) 

Please charge my: 

□ American Express □ Diners □ MasterCard □ Visa 
Card number: 

Expiry date: (must be included) 

Cardholder's name: 

Cardholder's signature: 


TO RECEIVE THIS OFFER, QUOTE THE CODE: C/RE10.4 
HURRY! OFFER ENDS OCTOBER 22, 2015 


OFFER ONLY AyAILABLE WHILE STOCKS LAST! 

www.universalshop.com.au 

FAX NOW (02) 9805 0714 

CALL NOW 1300 303 414 (cost of a local call) 

OVERSEAS ENQUIRIES +61 2 9887 0399 
SEND COUPON NOW Subscriptions Department, 

Reply Paid 75687, North Ryde NSW 1670 
EMAIL NOW mailorder@universalmagazines.com.au 
ONLINE NOW www.universalshop.com.au 

Subscriptions will commence with the first available issue. Existing subscriptions will simply be 
extended. Free gifts arrive separately to the magazine subscription and are sent as soon as 
possible. Free gift offers do not apply to subscribers currently on the Easy Payment Plan or 
those upgrading with the Early Bird offer. Offer open to Australian residents only. By 
subscribing you acknowledge that you understand that ‘tip-ons’ and gifts or bonus issues that 
may be available with non-subscriber copies of this magazine may not be provided to 
subscribers and is at the discretion of Universal Magazines Pty Ltd. The promoter shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage which is suffered or sustained (including but not limited to, 
indirect or consequential loss) or for personal injury which is suffered or sustained as a result 
of taking part in this or any other gift offer. By subscribing, you consent to receive any direct 
marketing material including emails which inform the recipient of the Promoter’s other 
publications, products, services or events and to receive promotional material from third 
parties. Please tick the box if you do NOT wish us to use this information for the purposes 
stated above D 
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MONIER 


Top Cat in Roofing 


Marseille Terracotta in Earth 


The right roof makes a world of difference 

STYLISH • DURABLE • AUSTRALIAN MADE 


THINK 

BRICK 

AWARDS 

2014 


WINNER 

ROOF TILES 

Excellence Award 


“Terracotta is timeless, natural and beautiful. It comes 
from the earth and it’s been used for thousands of years 
as a roofing material. When it comes to quality 
roofing, Terracotta really is the ultimate.” 


Architect: Welsh + Major Architects 





Introducing the brilliant new 

Zip HydroTap® G4 

Boiling I Chilled I Sparkling I Filtered I Instantly 



Sparkling. ..on tap. 

Zip HydroTap provides 
Boiling, Chilled and Sparkling 
filtered drinking water on 
tap. Your family will enjoy the 
instant convenience of 
filtered drinking water. 



Tastier and healthier. 

Enjoy crystal -cl ear, great 
tasting filtered drinking water. 
The integrated 0.2 miron 
filtration system removes 
dirt and contaminates up 
to 25x better. 



Environmentally friendly. 

Intelligent technology and 
operating modes creates 
a water saving, air-cooled 
ventilation system that 
is up to 53% more 
energy efficient. 



Reputation and reliability. 

our nationwide Zip service 
division comprises the 
largest team of technicians 
in our industry. Enjoy peace 
of mind when you 
choose Zip. 


www.zipindustries.com | 1800 42 43 44 
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Instant Soiling Water 



